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OUR MANIFESTO 


• WE BELIEVE 
in a hand up, 
not a handout... 

Which is why our sellers 
BUY every copy of the 
magazine from us for £1.50 
and sell it on to you for £3. 
In this way we have helped 
hundreds of thousands of 
people to take control of 
their lives since 1991 and in 
the process created a global 
blueprint for social change. 


• WE BELIEVE 
in trade, not aid... 

Which is why we ask that 
you ALWAYS take your 
copy of the magazine - its 
a bloody good read and our 
sellers are working and need 
your custom. 

• WE BELIEVE 
poverty is indiscriminate... 

Which is why we provide 
ANYONE whose life is 
blighted by poverty with 
the opportunity to earn a 
LEGITIMATE income. 


# WE BELIEVE 

in the right to citizenship... 

Which is why The Big Issue 
Foundation, our charitable 
arm, helps sellers tackle their 
social and financial exclusion. 

• WE BELIEVE 

in prevention... 

Which is why Big Issue 
Invest offers backing and 
investments between 
£50,000-£1.75m to social 
enterprises, charities and 
businesses which deliver 
social value to communities. 


:^BIG 

ISSUE 

INVEST- 


THE BIG ISSUE / p3 / November 23-29 2015 




When in Rome... 

We have been very moved 
by the account of Marc’s 
interview with Pope Francis 
[November 9-15]. We were in 
Rome last week and were 
amazed and delighted to see 
that the colonnades around 
St Peter’s Square accommodate 
a number of homeless people 
each night. In attendance, 
parked in the square, are two 
first aid vehicles, while soup/ 
food is being distributed 
and taken to those already 
settled for the night. 
Importantly, there is human 
contact and interaction. 

Pope Francis has recently 
made-over premises as a 
shelter for homeless people, 
having previously installed 
showers, sinks and toilets, as 
well as the services of a barber 
around the Vatican. When he 
was elected, one of his fellow 
cardinals said to him: 
''Remember the poor.” He does! 
Frances McLean, email 

steely resolve 

I would like to thank Carl, 

The Big Issue vendor from 
Middlesbrough’s town centre, 
for urging me to write on 
the updated job losses here 
in Teesside. While our heartfelt 
sympathy goes out to all those 
in steel, potash and the tax 
offices who have lost or are set 
to lose their jobs just before 
Christmas, we must fight for 
the new jobs that we are told 
are in the pipeline. It is too easy 
to have soundbites in the media 
such as 'meltdown’. 

However, for an area like 
Teesside and North Yorkshire, 
which has so much potential, 
we need a more positive 
message. I prefer to hear our 
local North East business 
people emphasising what is 
imminent on the jobs front in 
and around our area. 

Lobbying of the 
government for quick, 
meaningful resources 
highlighting the advantages 
of investing in this northern 
sub-region should be top 
priority for the powers that be. 
GD, Teesside/North Yorkshire 

@lisa_wilsonllll 

Lovely to see a @BigIssue seller 
helping a blind man cross the 
road in Clapham #london 


CORRESPONDENCE 

Write to: The Big Issue, Second Floor, 43 Bath St Glasgow, G2 iHW 
Email: letters@bigissue.com Comment: bigissue.com 

D ,_(l>bigissue 

facebook.com/bigissueUK J^@bigissueuk 



COMMENT OF THE WEEK 

The man who crossed 
a bridge to be a vendor 

Every day I walk over London’s Hungerford Bridge and 
a few months back I noticed a man standing halfway 
across it, calling out to passersby because he had lost 
his job. I don’t generally give to people begging on the 
street because I’d rather buy my weekly Big Issue or 
donate directly to a charity. But I began to see this man 
regularly and I could see he was feeling more and more 
desperate with his situation. I’m sad to say that, though 
I often thought I should go and talk to him and 
persuade him to look into being a vendor, I never 
approached him. Not sure why - 1 think sometimes 
people don’t act on thoughts as quickly as they should 
- but that’s no excuse. This morning I saw him wearing 
the red vendor jacket and I couldn’t have been more 
delighted. No inaction from me today, I went over to 
chat to him and tell him how pleased I was to see him 
as a vendor and I bought my copy. Seeing him moved 
me to write to you today - a story that I hope signals 
a more positive time for him. 

Fran Hall, London 


@cjdemooi 

I had just 2 very cold and scared 
hours’ sleep. I walked around 
from 3.15am and am now at my 
@BigIssue pitch. Good morning! 
#Cjsleepsrough 




VENDOR PET 


@MadJeffSlade 

Big Issue Vendor, Steve 
Trigg’s dog..#Oxford 

XMAS CHEER 

^ 

@R316T 

Enjoying the Xmas 
edition of the Big Issue - 
especially the Calais article! 
Such an eye opener and 
great photography too. 


Celebrating vendors 

All this week a young lady has 
stoically attended her pitch at 
Euston station with a smile on 
her face and a happy call to buy. 
It’s Friday night and she is 
still there with two copies left. 

I have ditched The Evening 
Standard to read about an 
audience with the Pope. God 
bless The Big Issue sellers. 
Michael Gallucci, email 

@GylesBl 

Lovely Anglo-Irish Big Issue 
seller here on the steps of Tate 
Britain: he knows the Hugh 
Lane gallery in Dublin & 
recommends it. 

Keep it in the family 

When The Big Issue first came 
out, mum and dad bought it 
every week. They thought it 
was such a good idea. Now they 
have passed on, I keep up the 
family tradition. I have bought 
it in different parts of London. 
The vendors always wish me a 
happy day and I feel good! 

I read John Bird (of course) 
plus Letter to My Younger Self 
and recently have been enjoying 
the film reviews. In fact, I read 
ALL the articles now! I don’t 
think The Big Issue needs good 
luck any longer - you’ve made it! 
But an3rway, all the best and 
thanks for a good read. 

Nicola McDowall, London 


FEEDBACK 

LOOP^m 


Mike Phillips [Letters, 

Nov 9-15] said we can’t draw 
a parallel between banking 
and steel. This reader has a 
different point of view... 

'Saving our economy’ is not a 
good enough reason for the 
bail-outs. Banks that fail should 
be bought by the government to 
incorporate into a national 
bank, whose remit does not 
extend to investing in volatile 
stock markets or housing 
bubbles. This might encourage 
bankers to engage in safer 
business practices. Far better 
than giving them a pat on the 
head and billions of pounds of 
taxpayers’ money, saying 
- carry on as you were, chaps. 
Liam McDonagh- Greaves, 
Plymouth 
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THE EDITOR 


OFF THE GRID... 


We will bring 
change, in our 
own words 



I like the word of the year 
announcement. Every winter 
Oxford Dictionaries reveal a 
word they believe sums up the year. 
It’s a constant, a calendar appoint- 
ment and a fine indicator of how we 
live now. 

That is until this year’s. I am angry 
about this year’s word. It’s not a word, 
it’s a symbol. The word of the year 
is emoji. Or to be more precise, a 
particular emoji - this one: 

Being of the modern world, you of 
course know well that this means 
Tace with Tears of Joy’. Whilst that 
may sound like the final line of 
profound haiku, it’s not. It’s a symbol. 

How many times 
in the last week 
have we said that 
we don’t have 
words? How many 
times have we 
feared using the 
wrong words? 

a picture that allows such open 
interpretation that the reader 
imposes their own nuance and 
meaning on it. 

Being charitable, you could 
genuinely claim that this reflects the 
time we’re in. But it’s not a word. 

This is not some old-fashioned, 
reactive kickback against modernity, 
though I do have much sympathy for 
the Irish father who went on the trip 
of a lifetime to Vegas, taking his son’s 


camera to record it, and set it up g 
incorrectly so that it was a selfie for | 
the entire time. I recognise that man. ± 
It’s that words, as Kingsley Amis ^ 
said, change the thing. Words matter. 0 
How many times in the last week § 
have we groped for the right thing -3 
to say, to express anger and fear and .| 
confusion after the Paris attacks? | 
How many times have we said that we = 
don’t have words? How many times 
have we feared using the WRONG 
words? And how quickly words 
assume new meanings. 

In a week, refugee - another 
contender for word of the year - 
became a word imbued with suspicion 
rather than one that elicits sympathy. 

Silence, of course, can be a balm. 

But when words work, they change 
the way we look at things. There were 
few more powerful moments than 
when the French and English 
national football teams and fans sang 
La Marseillaise at Wembley just a 
few days after the Paris attacks. And 
Andrew Neil’s full-frontal verbal 
attack on IS has drawn much support, 
and a little criticism. 

As time moves and people search 
for answers and ways ahead, for 
historical context and contemporary 
social meaning, for compassion and 
understanding, words will be the 
driver. 

It will not be an emoji swapped 
across electronic devices that will 
change the world, rather the words 
said and the weight they carry. ^ 


Paul McNamee is editor of The Big Issue 

paul.mcnamee@bigissue.com 

@pauldmcnamee 



FROM THE VAULT... NOV 2003 no. 566 

Andre 3000 speaks about OutKast’s new LP, and how 
his rap skills won him friends in school. We also hear 
from Nightstop, a scheme in which volunteers take a 
young homeless person into their home for a night. 



ARTY PARTY’S BIG ISSUE 
FESTIVE GIVEAWAY 

Ten artists - including Turner Prize nominee 
Jim Lambie (pictured) - will turn vendors into 
art dealers next month, by secretly placing 
individual works of art into random copies of 
The Big Issue. In a Willy Wonka-esque golden 
ticket-style extravaganza, 150 lucky people who 
buy the December 14 issue of the magazine in 
Glasgow and Edinburgh will find individual 
prints from internationally renowned artist 
Lambie inside. 

A troupe of Scots-based artists will also 
create exclusive individual pieces which they will 
either insert into copies or use the magazine as a 
canvas. Marvin Gaye Chetwynd, Kevin Harman, 
Sarah Muirhead, Ross Sinclair, Rachel Maclean, 
Alex Allan, Hanna Tuulikki, Scott Hutchison 
and Scotland’s Makar and Poet Laureate, Liz 
Lochhead were enlisted by Edinburgh-based 
artistic collective and revolutionary club organisers 
Neu! Reekie!, who are working with Edinburgh 
Art Festival on the Big Issue project. 

“With each artist’s work being one of one a 
kind, this represents the opportunity for readers 
to own art they might never otherwise stumble 
upon,” said Michael Pedersen, co-founder of 
Neu! Reekie! “Each work will be a rarity to 
be cherished.” 

“I love The Big Issue and everything it stands 
for,” said Glaswegian artist Lambie. “Buy one. 
Righteous. Buy 10 . Righteous times 10 . Buy 150 . 
You’re going to heaven.” 

The art will be slotted into copies of The Big 
Issue in the weeks after Neu! Reekie!’s next 
shindig, the Xmas Kracker, at Edinburgh’s 
Central Hall on December 17 . Luminaries taking 
part on the night include Irvine Welsh, 

WHITE, Hector Bizerk, Liz Lochhead and more. 
Show your copy of The Big Issue at the box 
office when buying a ticket to get £ 2.50 off 
the £16 price. 

Keep an eye on bigissue.com for updates 
and tweet @Biglssue if you find some art. 


A TWITTER EYE 
ON THE STREET 

Eggheads quiz champ 
CJ de Mooi last week faced 
his toughest puzzle. He slept 
rough in London, selling 
The Big Issue in Covent 
Garden, to raise awareness 
of homelessness. In fierce rain and winds selling 
was tough, and finding a place to sleep was 
harrowing, particularly after being robbed on 
his first night. Read about it at @cjdemooi 
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Illustration: Mitch Blunt 


PAUSE 



BELINDA McKEON 


How to travel in time and space 


I n 1688, a Swiss medical 
student working on his 
dissertation came up with 
the word ‘nostalgia’. Johannes 
Hofer combined the Greek 
nostos, or homecoming, and 
algos, or pain. He was looking 
for a word for something 
specific: the sadness of Swiss 
soldiers who, during the Thirty 
Years’ War, had found them- 
selves far away from their 
mountain homes. So tormented 
were they, and in such numbers, 
that the playing of a particular 
Swiss milking song became 
punishable by death. 

I don’t listen to Swiss 
milking songs very often but if 
they come up on the playlist of 
the Irish radio station I stream 
almost daily through the 
Bluetooth speakers in my office. 
I’ll take them. I don’t think of 
this soundtrack of mine as nos- 
talgia but as habit; these are the 
programmes, or descendants of 


the programmes. I’ve listened to 
now for almost 20 years. Still, 
I’ve lived in America for a decade 
now, and they have radio there 
too. I’ve heard. Better radio, 
possibly. Radio without Irish ads. 

And then sometimes I go 
one step further, and this is 
where I wonder if I’m straying 
into Swiss soldier territory. 
Sometimes I synch (or pretend 
it’s possible to synch) the time 
zones between one country and 
the other; start the Ilpm show 
at exactly Ilpm my time, imag- 
ining that nighttime here is 
nighttime there as well. I know 
other emigrants who do it with 
the early morning programmes, 
having their breakfast to head- 
lines from 3,000 miles away, 
already five hours out of date. 

Why do it? For the ease that 
the familiar brings: freedom 
from having to think too hard, 
grow new neural pathways? 
A kind of white noise, making 


other kinds of thinking possible? 
Maybe. But for me this is a 
soundtrack which only works 
when I’m far away from its 
source; listening while on trips 
back home doesn’t have the 
same effect. ‘A space must be 
maintained or desire ends,” 
Anne Carson writes in Eros the 
Bittersweet. It’s not time travel 
but it’s the pretence of it, and 
that can feel just as powerful. 

We all know what it’s like for 
something to feel “too close to 
home”. Empathy can seem to 
contain within itself that very 
requirement, that we can 
picture ourselves in a precise 
scenario, imagine how our 
minds and our bodies would 
respond as the reality of the 
situation dawned. 


Belinda McKeon is author of Tender, 
published earlier this year, and 
editor of A Kind of Compass: Stories 
on Distance (Tramp Press, £12) 


DRIVE A HARD 
BARGAIN FOR 
CO^ REDUCTION 

WE CANT AFFORD TO 
ACCEPT EMPTY PROMISES 
FROM CLIMATE TALKS IN 
PARIS, SAYS CAMPAIGNER 
TOM BALLANTINE 


As part of a global weekend of 
action ahead of next month s 
UN climate conference in Paris, 
thousands of people will take 
part in Scotland’s Climate March 
on November 28 in Edinburgh. 
The following day the People’s 
March will take place in London. 
Our united voice will be a force 
that politicians at the UN 
conference, and back in our 
home countries, cannot ignore. 

Whatever climate deal is 
agreed, countries will need to 
translate their promises into 
concrete action. Next year’s 
Holyrood elections will be 
crucial in making sure Scotland 
plays its part. That means 
getting serious about transport. 

Transport accounts for 
a quarter of Scotland’s 
greenhouse gas emissions, yet 
car traffic on our roads hasn’t 
changed in five years. People 
leaving the car at home to walk, 
cycle and use public transport is 
essential for us to realise our 
climate ambitions - as well as 
reduce air pollution, improve 



people’s health and quality of 
life. Political parties must 
commit to reducing private car 
use where alternatives can be 
used. But to tackle this 
challenge, we need to see 
transformational and forward- 
thinking policies in all the party 
manifestos for next year’s 
elections. 

scotlandsclimatemarch.org 

# Tell us about a campaign or 
issue you care about and the 
change you want. @bigissue; 
editorial@bigissue.com 
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good taste 

IS so LAST SEASON 



CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 
1dDECEMBER2015 


Get your free 
fundraising kit at 
itv.com/textsanta 


-wsessJf' 


Christmas Jumper Day is 
coming - so get everyone 
together, dig out a festive 
knit and donate to 
iTV’sText Santa. 


All money raised will be shared 
between three amazing 
charities - Macmillan Cancer 
Support, Make-A-Wish® UK 
and Save the Children - 
to help families in difficulty 
at Christmas. How’s that 
for warm and fuzzy? 


WEfWtE 

mncmiuAN. 

CMtCiR lURKHTT 


U^-md K.ryJj 



Save the Children 


100% of your donations will be shared equally amongst Macmillan Cancer Support, Make-A-Wish® UK and Save the Children, 
going directly to support vital work both in the UK and abroad. © Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity 261 01 7/SC039907 
© Save the Children, registered charity 213890/SC039570 I © Make-A-Wish UK, registered charity 29567 2/SC037479. Full details, 
charity numbers & terms can be found at itv.com/textsanta, stv.tv & u.tv. Text Santa ® © ITV Text Santa Ltd, 201 5. All rights reserved. 


All donations to Save the Children's 
international work will be matched 
pound for pound by the UK 
Government up to £5 million. 


^1^ v/ 
UKaid 


Ifie Children 



HIDDEN BRITAIN 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH WALKINGWORLD.COM 



No.52 


The Strike School 

BURSTON, NORFOLK 


B urston’s Strike School 
was the focus of the 
longest running strike 
in British history. In 1914, 
teachers Kitty and Tom 
Higdon were dismissed from 
the village’s Church of England 
school. Kitty was accused of 
petty offences, including 
lighting a fire without 
permission to dry the coats of 
pupils who had walked three 
miles to school in the rain. 

In reality, the managing body 
wished to be rid of the couple, 
who had complained about 
the damp conditions of the 
school building. 

The Higdons set up an 
alternative school. Initially 
based in a marquee on the 
village green, it was attended 



by 66 of their 72 former 
pupils. The school later moved 
to a purpose-built building 
financed by donations from 
the labour movement. 
However, victimisation by 
the authorities continued. 


Eighteen parents were 
summoned to court and fined 
for failing to send their 
children to school. Collections 
outside court covered the fines 
and, as the children were 
attending a perfectly good 
school, the authorities were 
forced to back down. 

The Strike School carried 
on until Tom’s death in 1939. 
Kitty was unable to continue 
alone, and the remaining H 
pupils were transferred to the 
council school. 

OS Grid Reference: TM 187882 


Get instructions and OS map for 
this walk (ID 1444) for free until 
December 6 at walkingworld.com. 
Use discount code HB5 to access 
over 6,000 routes for just £15. 



Share your photos of this Hidden Britain and ideas for others @bigissue; editorial@bigissue.coni 



FORWARD THINKING... Salt-heated homes. 

At the University of Eindhoven, scientist Pirn Donkers has 
begun research into how salt could be used to heat homes. 
In theory, a block of salt measuring two cubic metres 
could store enough energy to heat a house for the whole 
winter, by drying it out at 150 degrees Celsius (which a 
solar panel could do). Adding humidity would release 
energy, with the process repeated to create an infinite 
cycle. Donkers is testing what sorts of salt work best. 


'MY 

1 PECCADILLO 



MARK JENKINS 

THE HOTEL 
MANAGER 

INFLATABLES 

I have a big collection of 
inflatables. You can get 
inflatables of everything: palm 
trees, ice creams, stag heads, 
everything. If you go on Google 
and search for inflatables, you’ll 
be surprised. I had inflatable 
women - and men as well, 
funnily enough. And inflatable 
sheep but that’s another story. 

I invented dolphin racing and 
it’s become very popular. I used 
to organise it in the swimming 
pools at my hotels. Children 
would perch on blow-up 
dolphins and parents would hold 
a rope attached to the dolphin 
at the other end of the pool. 
They’d wind them in, as it were, 
and the first jockey still on their 
inflatable dolphin to reach the 
end of the pool would win. 

It’s a different set of rules if 
you haven’t got a swimming 
pool. If you’re doing what I call 
dry land dolphin racing you get 
an inflatable dolphin, hold it 
between your legs and run. 

At my Christmas parties we do 



reindeer racing on the dance 
floor. It’s a bit like dolphin racing 
but with reindeers. In truth they 
aren’t reindeers, they’re alpacas, 
which I stuck antlers on because 
I couldn’t get blow-up reindeers. 
You can buy inflatable anything 
nowadays, apart from reindeers. 


The World According to Manager 
Mark by Mark Jenkins is out now 
(John Blake, £8.99). Find out about 
Mark’s Christmas Party Nights at 
pa rty n i g htti ckets .co m 
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“I said ‘Gordon’s alive!’ 
to the Prime Minister. 
The Oueen wanted me 
to shout it Everyone 
wants to hear me say 
‘Gordon’s alive!”’ 


Brian 

Blessed 


Actor and cosmic explorer 



Photos; PA / Rex Features 


LETTER TO MY YOUNGER SELF 


A t 16 a great awakening took place 
in me. It was quite wonderful 
and made me immensely happy. 
I was the son of a coal miner in 
Goldthorpe, Yorkshire. My dad 
was a wonderful man, a heroic 
man. He got rid of 17 tonnes a day 
in the coal mines. And he played cricket for Yorkshire 
on the weekends. We lived in happy times. We’d won 
the war. As I went through my teenage years I 
realised I could be a man. That meant I could be an 
actor if I wanted to. Amateur theatre was very power- 
ful in South Yorkshire at that time and I suddenly 
realised there was a possibility of drama school, even 
for the son of a coal miner. It was a miracle. I could do 
anything. I could explore, I could climb mountains, I 
could go into space if I wanted to. The world was my 
oyster. It was a wonderful feeling of freedom. 

I feel very proud of the teenage Brian. He is a 
very good fighter of bullies. I was a very good boxer 
and I defended people from bullies, I always helped 
people, I was immensely compassionate. I 
looked after animals very well. If I could go 
back to any point in my life Td go to when a 
terrible bully in another village beat up a 
very sweet, gentle little boy who collected 
newts. And I wasn’t there. If I had a time 
machine I’d go back and knock the shit out 
of that bully. 

I became great friends with Patrick 
Stewart, the Star Trek actor and great 
man of the classics. He was from the 
village next door, the son of a milkman, and we 
suddenly got a grant to go to the Bristol Old Vic 
theatre school. It was unheard of. We had no GCEs, 
we had nothing. A secondary school education. 
But we got this grant and we were sent out into the 
world together. We were over the moon. We both had 
great Yorkshire accents. I had to lose the accent to do 
the classics but I kept my Yorkshire expression. I had 
great teachers who said, you mustn’t lose your 
Yorkshire expression. 

I’ve always had a real belief in life. It might 
have come from feeling very loved by my parents. 
I cannot comprehend when people tell me their 
parents did not love them or neglected them. How 
the hell did they cope? I had so much love from my 
parents and that’s what gave me strength. 

I’ve always understood that it doesn’t matter 
how gifted and enthusiastic you are, you need 
help. Patrick and I had great teachers in Yorkshire 
and they told us very firmly - there is no one else 
exactly like you. Nature doesn’t cheat. Everyone’s got 
something about them that no one else has got. 
And you have to be able to bring it out. There’s 
nothing you can’t achieve if you put your mind to it. 
Just don’t let the bastards grind you down. There are 
always bastards trying to grind you down. 

If I met the 16-year-old Brian now I’d 
congratulate him. I’d say, you did the bloody right 
thing. I’d also say, maybe be a bit more patient - but 
how can you instruct young people to be patient? 
Sometimes there might have been a worry that my 
determination, my ambition, would trip me up. 
My teachers taught me grace - the maximum effect 
with the minimum of effort. I thought I had to push 
twice as hard as the grammar school boys but I didn’t 
because I knew more about life. 


If we were talking about acting, I’d tell the 
younger me - beware the professional director. 

I sort of subscribe to what Peter O’Toole said, that he 
didn’t like any professional directors in the theatre. He 
said, in the end Brian, they really don’t know anjdhing 
about acting. I’ll listen to someone who’s done 15 years’ 
acting in the theatre. They haven’t. I had the most phe- 
nomenal friendship with Peter for 50 years. Love-hate 
is a nonsense term, it was a staggering organic, cosmic 
relationship. I think I was the only man who ever faced 
him, totally. And who deeply appreciated his talent. He 
was the greatest actor I’ve ever seen. He could be nine 
feet tall. He had a fire burning in him. So if he did get 
drunk at times and pissed it away, I did... there was a 
time I did throw him all over his house. I gave him hell. 

As I’ve got older and older I’ve become young- 
er and younger. Now I’m 50 per cent explorer and 
50 per cent actor. I’ve been to Everest three times and 
broken the world record. I’ve been to the North Pole, 
all the mountains of the lost world, and Russia 
and South America, and God knows what. I’ve just 
completed 600 hours of space training in Moscow 
and I am now a fully trained cosmonaut. They want to 
put me into the International Space Station next 
year. So I’ll be going up there in my 80th year. 

If I really wanted to impress the teenage me I’d 
tell him about climbing Everest without oxygen. 
I’d tell him, the greatest danger in life is not taking the 
adventure. If I was showing him a film, I think he’d like 
Flash Gordon. I give a tremendous performance of 
freedom. My line, “Gordon’s alive!” - it’s a cry for life. 
I said it to the Prime Minister the other day, he asked 
me to say it loudly. The Queen wanted me to shout it. 
Everyone wants to hear me say “Gordon’s alive!” 

My greatest love in life has always been 
women. I like women. Ninety-five per cent of men 
bore the arse off me with all that macho prowess, all 
that crap. Men have had a long innings but women 
are coming to the fore now and by God we need them. 
Mount Everest is female. When you get there you feel 
it. There’s a siren call. All the Giants are female. 

If I could go back and spend more time with 
anyone, it would be my mother. I don’t think 
there’s anything like a man’s, or a woman’s, mother. 
Me and my father were sensational. But my mother, 
she and I were good friends. She was illegitimate and 
there was a huge stigma around that then, which gave 
her mental breakdowns. But she fought them, and 
surpassed that, and gave love and compassion to 
other people, and was very protective. 

If I could relive any moment of my life it would 
be the time I met Hildegarde [his wife] in her 
room - we hadn’t been together long, and we were 
going off for a night in Harrogate. I hadn’t even held 
her hand. I kissed her on the lips. I think that was the 
hardest thing I’ve ever had to do in my life. It required 
more bravery than climbing Mount Everest. Because 
I was terribly shy. Her reaction? Beatific, smiling. 
I knew then, and so did she. 


Brian Blessed’s 2iVil6b\ogY2i^\vY, Absolute Pandemonium, is out 
now (Pan Macmillan). Interview : Jane Graham @Janeannie 

/N T952, THE YEAR BRIAN BLESSED 
TURNS 16... Churchill announces the UK 
has an atomic bomb / The Great Smog kills 
4,000 in London within five days in December 


Pre-beard Brian Blessed 
in ITV Playhouse drama 
Double Agent (1969); at 
the base camp of Mount 
Everest; as Prince Vultan in 
the cult film Flash Gordon 
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From a jungle adventure in Borneo to conquering Kilimanjaro, 
Macmillan's overseas challenges are a chance to explore somewhere 
new, make new friends and push yourself to your limits. 






Kilimanjaro Hiking Challenge 
13-23 October 2016 


Borneo Hiking Challenge 
19-27 November 2016 
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Illustration; Lauren Crow 


JOHN BIRD 


Welfare can help 
creativity thrive. But 
it’s not a magic wand 



I bought a Hermione Granger wand 
the other day for £34 at the Harry 
Potter shop at King’s Cross station. 
The shop was packed. Outside a 
luggage trolley disappears into the 
wall and a ceaseless number of 
people line up to have their photograph 
taken, in imitation of something that Harry 
did at the end of the last century. 

The wand is a decorated piece of tough- 
ened plastic presumably made as far away 
from the marketplace as possible, meaning 
that its costs with regard to wages would 
be minimal; unless of course in some rosy 
grotto deep within the hinterlands of 
Olde England elfin workers make them out 
of the scalding material in a giant 
wizard’s cauldron. 

The industry that is Harry Potter is most 
welcome to the people I spoke to in the 
shop. They are happy to participate in this 
worldwide enterprise, drawing customers 
from any country that has fallen under the 
Potter spell. Certainly there was a joyous 
welcoming of me and an expert discussion 
as to whether I wanted the £26, £32 or £34 
wand. It depended on what I wanted it for. 
I asked if it was possible to take it into 
parliament and wave it over the govern- 
ment ministers and get them to rethink Tax 
Credits, and see it as a subsidy to business. 
And wait until the Living Wage has been 
instituted before changing anything. 

The young woman looked consternated, 
though giggled. She said it was really a magic 
wand for children and not grown-ups. I told 
her that if I did manage to reverse the deeply 
held policy decisions of the government I 
would let her know, and return with proof, 
so that they could put in their window, ‘So 
powerful it makes governments rethink!’. 

I ended my visit to platform nine-and- 
three-quarters by telling the people at the 
till of the power of the state to provide for 
people in need. And that we should not 
undermine that power or besmirch it or 
belittle it. For not only was the state 
keeping lots of little businesses, and bigger 
ones, alive by subsidising their low wages, 
the state also was helping to create fairy- 
tales and films. Through tax write-offs, 
investment credits and all other manner 


of subsidising the business community in 
its endeavours to get rich. 

But for the power of the welfare system, 
JK Rowling would never have got the time 
to write her first Harry Potter novel. It was 
written while she was a single mother in 
Edinburgh, bringing up her child, with time 
to visit various Edinburgh cafes and get out 



JK Rowling in the cafe where she penned Harry Potter 


the notebook. And begin that brilliant 
franchise that has circled the world. 

God forbid that JK was having a go at 
writing her Potterisms in earlier times. 
It was alright for AA Milne and Virginia 
Woolf to get their books written and into 
print because they were of the leisured 
classes, so that they had affordable time for 
musing. But for the power of the welfare 
state, the generosity of the British 
taxpayer and the wisdom of its govern- 
ments’ support for the poor, JK would 
have had to be doing some menial tasks, 
possibly in company with her baby. 

The pity is that whilst JK is a great 
example of the socially transformative 
power of the social security office, it has not 

“God forbid that 
JK was having a 
go at writing her 
Potterisms in 
earlier times” 


done enough. People tend to get social 
security and then they get stuck. Perhaps 
there ought to be some kind of JK pro- 
gramme that the government could adopt 
in order to enable people to realise their full 
potential. What a programme that would 
be! You go on social security and they run 
around trying to get you educated, trained 
up, and helping you transform yourself! 

Some years ago I spoke to various 
ministers at the Department for Work and 
Pensions about doing a book called A Benefit 
Exit Handbook. It would be full of examples 
like JK who have used the benefits to their 
benefit and moved on and up and out of it. 
It did not see the light of day but that is not 
to say that it won’t at some time soon. 

The problem is that it is never ever 
enough money to lead a full life on. Hence 
why having benefit is like having a bit of a 
poisoned chalice. Although I am always 
meeting people who do incredible things 
within the limitations placed on their 
circumstances by a lack of cash. 

The next day I went to see the new James 
Bond film. I felt sorry for James. They 
seemed to truly hurt him. None of this 
playing around with a bright light supposed 
to cut your gonads from you, as Sean 
Connery, the first Bond, had to suffer in the 
early 1960s. 

Connery too knew of the power of the 
welfare state. He knew that wishing to be 
an actor in the 1950s involved state subsidy. 
He would sign on. He would rely on the state 
to enable him to be in and out of work. 
There are many of our great actors who, 
but for the system of social security and 
dole, would have been forced to give up on 
their ambitions. Hooray, therefore, for this 
precious system - that can lift up a former 
milkman to prominence and wealth, and 
a single mother who might have been high 
and dry without our state system. 

Novelists, actors and the rest who so 
enrich our lives, and our treasuries, may 
well be some of the best investments ever 
made by GB Limited. 


John Bird is the founder and Editor in Chief 
of The Big Issue. @johnbirdswords 
j ohn.bird@bigissue.com 
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FOR WOMEN WHO EXPECT 
MORE FROM THEIR 
WARDROBE. BIRDSONG 
FINDS THE BEST FEMALE 
MAKERS AND BRINGS THEM 
TO YOU, NO SWEATSHOPS. 

BIRDSONG SOURCES FAIRLY 
MADE FASHION, FROM 
KNITTED SCARFS TO QUIRKY 
JEWELLERY. EACH BIRDSONG 
PURCHASE THROUGH THE 
BIG ISSUE SHOP GIVES 50% 
BACK TO THE WOMEN WHO 
MADE IT, 25% GOES TO 
BIRDSONG AND 25% OF THE 
PROFITS GO TO THE BIG 
ISSUE. BIRDSONG WANTS 
TO CLOTHE YOUR BODY, 
BEAUTIFUL AS IT IS. 


#ASWEARE 
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RELEVEE 

Intricate nnetalwork and attention to detail 
make these silver and gold pieces fantastic gifts. 
Relevee jewellery is made by survivors of sexual 
trafficking. The high salary that Relevee artisans 
earn enables them to provide high-quality 
education for their children, ensuring that the 
cycle of slavery or poverty does not continue 
into the next generation. 

Gold Resilience Earrings - £30 (+P&P) 


THE BRADBURY 

This beautiful bespoke knitwear is handmade for 
you by older women in London. No machines are 
involved in the creation of this heritage knitwear! 
The ladies donate profits from the scarves to 
their day centre, allowing them to welcome in 
more of London’s older people. The centre is a 
lifeline, hosting all kinds of activities from Tai Chi 
to line-dancing, film nights to Scrabble. 

Bradbury Scarf - £35 (+P&P) 


QUAZI 

Skilful design transforms these pieces from waste 
materials into truly unique statement pieces. 

It may be hard to believe, but every piece in the 
Quazi Design collection is made from discarded 
magazine paper and ingeniously turned into 
wearable jewellery. Quazi Design was started to 
create much-needed employment in Swaziland. 
All the items are handmade by local women 
who receive a living wage. 

Triangle ring - £25 (+P&P) 


THEBIG I 
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Every purchase through The Big Issue Shop directly supports the work that 
we do, offering a HAND UP and a chance to earn a legitinnate inconne to those 
affected by poverty. To find these Birdsong products and many more visit 

shop.bigissue.com 

NEED TO GET IN TOUCH? JUST EMAIL SHOP@BIGISSUE.COM 




ANNE WHITEHOUSE 


Are we really 
heading for an 
antibiotic apocalypse? 



I t’s that time of year when people 
are trying to avoid sitting next to 
the person on the bus who’s 
coughing and spluttering and 
looks like they should be tucked 
up in bed. No one likes being ill 
and everyone likes the reassurance of 
knowing there’s a medicine that will make 
them better. However, if you ask your GP 
for antibiotics when you don’t really need 
them, you could be contributing to a situ- 
ation that threatens to undo many of the 
advances that have been made in medicine. 

Antibiotics have revolutionised health- 
care; with the development of antibiotics 
common but frequently deadly diseases 
such as pneumonia and tuberculosis could 
be treated effectively, and the dangers of 
routine surgery and childbirth were 
reduced. But bacteria and other pathogens 
evolve to resist new drugs, resulting in the 
real threat that these valuable medicines 
may no longer be available to us when we 
really need them. 

According to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), antibiotic resistance 
is a serious worldwide threat to public 
health that is no longer a prediction for the 
future; it’s happening right now, across the 
world, and is compromising our ability to 
treat infectious diseases and undermining 
many advances in health and medicine. 
The WHO has warned that without urgent 
action we are heading for a post-antibiotic 
era in which common infections and minor 
injuries can once again kill. 

The Review on Antimicrobial 
Resistance, initiated by the UK 
Government last year, also stressed the 
urgency of the problem, predicting 
10 million deaths attributable to anti- 
microbial resistance every year by 2050 
if action isn’t taken. It’s not just antibiotics 
that are at risk; the situation is similar for 
a range of antimicrobial medicines used to 
kill and prevent the spread of bacteria, 
fungi and parasites. 

In the case of malaria, significant steps 
to reduce the burden of the disease are 
threatened by resistance to existing 
antimalarial medicines. Resistance to the 
most effective and commonly used 


treatments has emerged and spread across 
Southeast Asia in less than a decade. If drug 
resistance spreads from Asia to the African 
sub-continent, or emerges in Africa 
independently as we’ve seen several times 
before, millions of lives will be at risk. 

So, why don’t we just produce new 
drugs? No major new types of antibiotics 
have been developed over the last 30 years. 
But the drug development pipeline is a long 
and complex process that involves 
extensive research and development, 
pre-clinical testing, testing in clinical 
trials, approval, production, training and 



Antibiotics won’t do anything to fight the sniffles 


“Without action 
we’re heading 
for an era in 
which common 
infections and 
minor injuries 
can once 
again kill” 


distribution. There are no new anti- 
malarials ready for distribution and so 
prolonging the efficacy of antimalarial 
medicines is critical to reducing the 
number of people dying from the disease. 

A series of papers published in 
The Lancet last week suggested that the 
current incentives for pharmaceutical 
companies to develop new antimicrobials 
should be radically overhauled. They added 
that global efforts to combat resistance are 
too modest, and need to be managed by a 
new UN-level co-ordinating body. 

The Worldwide Antimalarial Resist- 
ance Network is collaborating with more 
than 250 partners across the world to 
further our understanding of resistance 
to malaria treatments, and provides infor- 
mation on the efficacy of existing medicines 
that can be used to prolong their lifespan 
and inform new drug development. There 
are many complex and interlinking factors 
driving the prevalence of antimicrobial 
resistance that are not yet fully understood 
but a major step forwards would be a 
concerted effort to tackle one of the key 
drivers of resistance - the misuse and over- 
prescription of antimicrobial medicines. 

What can you do to help? Antibiotics 
fight bacteria - they are no use for colds 
and flu, which are caused by viruses, so 
don’t be tempted to badger your GR 
The WHO advises you should use 
antibiotics only when prescribed by a 
health professional - complete the full 
prescription, even if you feel better, and 
never share antibiotics with others or use 
leftover prescriptions. 

No one is suggesting that medicines 
should be denied to those who need them. 
In fact, access remains a major issue, with 
more people dying every year from a lack 
of access to antimicrobials than those who 
die from infection by resistant organisms. 


Anne Whitehouse is Head of Advocacy 
and Communications at the Worldwide 
Antimalarial Resistance Network, based in the 
Centre for Tropical Medicine and Global Health, 
University of Oxford, wwarn.org 
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GO TO subscribe.bigissue.com 
OR CALL 01795 414 753 


3 MONTHLY 13 issues of The Big Issue delivered to your door 
£32.50 per quarter 


6 MONTHLY 26 issues of The Big Issue delivered to your door 

£65 per half year 


12 MONTHLY issues of The Big Issue delivered to your door 
£1 30 per year 
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SUBSCRIPTION 
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[SThe very best interviews, opinions and unique world view every week, 


THE BIG 




CAN’T GET TO A VENDOR EVERY WEEK BUT WANT TO SHOW 


SUPPORT FOR THOSE ON THE STREET? THIS IS YOUR ANSWER. 


'-jm. 


Our work has helped tens of thousands of people to 
work their way out of poverty. By subscribing you help 
us offer year-round support to our sellers on the streets 
- A HAND UP NOT A HAND OUT - and you get a 
fantastic magazine delivered to your door every week. 

W 



STREET ART 



A 

DRIFTLETS 

BY CHRIS GRAY 

“I’m 48 years old and have a diagnosis of 
paranoid schizophrenia, which is largely under 
control by the correct medication,” says Chris. 

“I grew up in Littlehampton and I’ve lived in 
Brighton for over 20 years. I’ve been using 
computers to create images, animations, 
interactive pieces and music since the early 
1990s. My work is mostly about internal states 
of mind from dreams and nightmares to altered 
states of perception and psychosis. I love using 
a lot of bright, clashing colours in my work.” 


BUY 

STREET ART! 

You can buy prints of some 
artworks featured in Street Art 
through The Big Issue Shop. 
At least half of the profit from 
each sale goes to the artist. 
Order at 

shop.bigissue.com 



A 

WRONG 

BY JOANNA WINTERS 
Joanna, 22, is from a small town in Poland 
and became homeless shortly after moving to 
London, aged 18. “That was a turning point of 
my life,” she says. “It was February and I was on 
my own in the middle of a huge city.” She has 
since found accommodation, and with the help 
of Crisis Skylight has been pursuing her love of 
art and film-making. This photograph is inspired 
by a Depeche Mode song and The Scream 
by Edvard Munch. 


INSIDE THE 
SOFT BLUE 

BY MELANIE EDWARDS 

Calling from depths dreams, 
melodies reaching out 
from lost horizons 
drifting across dead seas. 

Balancing on tightropes 
over dark clouds, 
time falls apart here 
inside the soft blue; 
above screaming winds 
so quiet, no sounds. 

But it’s tricky... 


Melanie, 44, from Wales, lives in the Michael 
House hostel in Boscombe. “The poems I write 
are drawn from my life experiences or from 
my view of the world,” she says. 


Street Art is created by people who are marginalised by issues like homelessness, disability and mental health conditions. 

Contact streetlights@bigissue.com to see your art here. 
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FILL ’EM UP CAMPAIGN 


HOWTO RESCUE 
AN EMPTY HOUSE 

Small, community-led organisations are leading the fight 
to turn derelict buildings back into homes for families. 

Adam Forrest reports 


W aiting for government or 
big institutions to do things 
for you can be frustrating at 
best, futile at worst. Ordinary 
people getting together and 
rolling their sleeves up is 
often the best way to 
bring about change. 

Since we launched 
our Fill ’Em Up cam- 
paign last month, 
readers have informed 
us about the inspiring 
community work going 
on to rescue empty 
buildings in their 
neighbourhoods. In 
fact, local knowledge 
and local passion is 
exactly why commun- 
ity-led projects have 
been at the forefront of 
the most inspiring work 
on empty homes. 

There remain 10 
empty homes for every 
one homeless family in 
England. It’s a disparity 
that motivates the work 
of a small charitable organisation in Yorkshire called 
Latch (Leeds Action to Create Homes), which now has 
25 years of experience refurbishing derelict houses 
in the city. 

Latch started back in 1989 when a group of home- 
less men formed a collective to renovate an empty 
building in the rundown area of Chapeltown, then 
lived in it together. Leeds City Council was impressed 
enough to lease them two more properties to renovate. 
"The original insight was that there were lots of 


empty properties and lots of homeless people, and why 
can’t we try to do something about that?” says James 
Hartley, chief executive of Latch. "We’ve profession- 
alised since then but the mission is the same: let’s 
do something to provide more homes for homeless 
people.” Latch - now a community benefit society - has 

64 properties it rents out 
to homeless people and 
those at risk of homeless- 
ness. The organisation 
has been at its busiest 
in the past three years, 
thanks to the UK govern- 
ment’s Empty Homes 
Programme (EHP), 
which set aside £60m for 
community-led groups. 
Around £900,000 from 
the EHP fund helped 
Latch buy, do up and rent 
out 25 terraced homes 
(15 houses were brought 
back into use from the 
fund, which enabled 
Latch to secure loans for 
another 10 properties). 

"It’s been a good 
period for us,” says 
Hartley. "But it’s still 
difficult to get our hands on empty properties at 
the right price, because owners have strange desires. 
They can hold onto the idea a property should be 
worth a lot, and that the housing market will turn 
for them in future.” 

Hartley says it has cost Latch £105,000, on average, 
to bring each home back into use - around £70,000 to 
buy a derelict property, £20,000 on refurbishing and 
£15,000 for overheads (the cost of managing the whole 
process and getting tenants in). 



Former Manchester United players Ryan Giggs and Gary Neville 
bought the former Manchester Stock Exchange to turn it into a 
hotel. They are letting homeless people - including Wesley Hall, 
above - sleep there until February next year. 
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FILL ’EM UP CAMPAIGN 



Latch volunteers, who renovate empty houses for homeless people 


TAKING ACTION TO SAVE HOMES 


A small two-bedroom terraced house in Nowell Crescent in the 
Harehills area of Leeds, had been empty for several years. It had 
been used as a drug squat for a period, so by the time it came to the 
attention of Latch (Leeds Action on Empty Homes) it was in really bad 
condition. Plumbing and heating systems had been stripped, stolen for 
scrap, and flooding had damaged the ground floor and cellar. 

Latch bought the property from the absent owner for £52,000, and 
spent another £30,000 on structural repairs and the fitting of a new 
kitchen, bathroom and heating system. Once all the decorating had 
been done, it was let out by Latch to a young family on the housing 
waiting list - a family at risk of homelessness. 

The house had become a home once again. 


‘'We did buy one house for £40,000 but I think 
we spent as much as £35,000 refurbishing that one. 
It can be a lot of work.” 

Jon Fitzmaurice, director of Self Help Housing, 
thinks Latch and around 100 other small charities, 
social enterprises and community land trusts have 
made brilliant use of the three-year government fund, 
which sadly ended earlier this year. Nearly 1,500 homes 
were brought back into use. It was unprecedented 
for small groups - none of them registered housing 
providers - to be given money and encouragement. 

“It’s been a great success,” he says. “These guys have 
the local knowledge, the enterprise to make things 
happen, and now have a track record of getting value 
for money.” 

Fitzmaurice remains frustrated that councils and 
big housing associations have been sluggish about 
carrying on the same work. “Unfortunately some 
mainstream providers have become risk averse,” 
he explains. “They don’t want to get involved in 
renovating homes in empty streets because it’s messy, 
it’s hassle. 

“We know there are organisations with the innova- 
tion and imagination,” he adds. “What’s needed now 
is some more capital funding from government for a 
further programme. Many of the small groups and 
projects are still viable - they’ve often been able to 
borrow on the back of what they’ve already done. 
But the work is plateauing now, unfortunately, at a 
time when we really need to be doing more.” 

Some local authorities have engaged: 13 of Latch’s 
empty properties were leased to them for nothing by 
Leeds City Council. Stoke’s housing department has 
been active too, offering prospective homeowners 
derelict council properties for £1 and creating a loan 
scheme for their refurbishment. 

But some local authorities, particularly those in 
the north of England, are holding onto the same 
unrealistic expectations as private owners, imagining 


lucrative future development deals will arrive soon 
to transform their fortunes. They remain far too 
content to leave great swathes of neighbourhoods 
boarded up in the meantime. It’s a terrible waste. 
The lesson from the community groups’ renovation 
revolution is simple: if you can’t use them, hand them 
over to those who can. OS) 


JOIN OUR I 
EMPTY ■■ 
BUILDINGS 
CAMPAIGN 



The Big Issue believes empty 
buildings offer a great chance 
to increase housing supply. 

We want to see the following: 

• More support and funding for community-led empty 
homes projects. 

• More public bodies engaging with community projects 
ready and willing to make the most of empty buildings. 

• More homeless people getting the chance to work on 
refurbishment projects. 


Britain also needs new ideas. Please get in touch and tell 
us your own suggestions for transforming empty buildings 
in your town or city. Contact editorial@bigsissue.com or 
tweet @bigissue 


THEBIG 

ISSUE 
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DICKENSIAN BRITAIN 




AH HUMBUG! 

In which Mister Dickens and 
Mister Scrooge explain to 
Mister Oshorne why the POOR, 
the HUNGRY, the CHILDREN 
and the HARD-WORKING 
families of Britain need 
him to look at Christmas 
Present and ponder the 
substance of all spending 
reviews evermore... 


t this festive season of the 
year it is more than usually 
desirable that we should 
make some slight provision 
for the poor and destitute, 
who suffer greatly at the 
present time. Many thousands are in want of common 
necessaries; hundreds of thousands are in want of 
common comforts.” 

These words first appeared in A Christmas Carol, 
written by Charles Dickens in 1843. They are spoken 
by a kindly man collecting for charity but this man has 


made the mistake of seeking a donation from the biggest 
humbug of them all, Ebenezer Scrooge. Scrooge’s reply 
to the charity collector is well known: “Are there no 
prisons? And the workhouses? Are they still in 
operation?” The collector assures him that there are 
plenty, then Scrooge adds: “The Treadmill and the Poor 
Law are in full vigour, then?” 

To a modern audience the meaning is not immed- 
iately apparent but this seemingly obscure reference 
from the past has striking parallels to the present, and 
consequences for our future. It lies at the heart of why 
Dickens wrote the story, which in turn forever changed 




T. 



the way we celebrate Christmas. Dickens’ associations 
with Christmas are clear at the Charles Dickens 
Museum in Doughty Street, Holborn. 

''This was Dickens’ home just before he wrote 
The Carol” says Louisa Price, the museum’s curator. 
"There is so much evidence that Dickens was a big fan 
of Christmas. What we try to do in the house is show 
how he would have celebrated it in the 1830s.” 

Candlelit tours and atmospheric readings are 
planned throughout December, taking visitors back to 
Dickens’ day. Price points out the wash-house copper, 
which matches the description of where Mrs Cratchit 
prepares the family’s meagre Christmas pudding. 

"With A Christmas Carol, Dickens made the celeb- 
ration of Christmas fashionable again,” Price says. 
"Christmas had been a celebration in country estates 
where you had communities coming together and 
gathering in grand halls. These communities changed 
and became less relevant through the industrial period, 
where people were pulled to the big metropolises like 
London. Families and the home became more impor- 
tant. Christmas evolved and Dickens really crystalised 
these ideas and presented them to the public.” 

Dickens tapped in to a growing trend for celebrating 
the season - 1843 was also the year the first Christmas 
cards were available. He wrote the story in six weeks 
and it sold a staggering 6,000 copies in the six days 


before Christmas. But Price explains that A Christmas 
Carol may have taken a completely different form. 
Earlier in 1843, the government’s Second Report of the 
Children’s Employment Commission was published. 
It showed that children as young as seven were working 
up to 12 hours per day without legal protection. Dickens 
wrote in a letter that he was "perfectly stricken down 
by it”, and in response planned to write a pamphlet 
called An Appeal to the People of England on Behalf of 
the Poor Man’s Child. Instead he decided a story would 
be "the heaviest blow in my power... something that 
would come down with sledgehammer force”. 

"He was exactly right,” says Price. "What he did with 
A Christmas Carol was far more effective than any 
political pamphlet he could have written. There was a 
general attitude among people at the time that the 
poor were living off the state, we have these lazy 
good-for-nothings who are living from the taxes taken 
from the middle and upper classes...” 

That sounds familiar. "Right,” agrees Price. 
"Opponents to the Poor Law like Dickens felt it punished 
those who were less well off because of circumstances 
beyond their control. You can draw as many links to 
the current day as you like.” 

Where better to search for echoes of the story than 
the very streets Scrooge would have lived and walked 
on? Clues in the book map the fictional lives of the > 
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characters in real places. Bob Cratchit runs home to 
Camden on Christmas Eve, along Cornhill in the heart 
of the City of London. Scrooge’s counting house is 
described as sitting in a court near “the ancient tower 
of a church”. A likely candidate for this location is 
Newman’s Court, hidden opposite St Michael in 
Cornhill. Scattered rubbish blows across the concrete 
court. The place where Scrooge may have worked is 
now home to a collection of wheelie bins. Across the 
street, little has changed since Dickens’ day in the alleys 
that run alongside and around St Michael’s. The pubs 
and taverns Dickens frequented, including the George 
8c Vulture, are still operating, and walking the lanes 
feels like stepping back in time. In fact some of the 
streets are blocked off because the BBC is using them 
as a location for a new period drama, SS-GB. 

Escaping the warren of alleys, the east end of Cornhill 
is dominated by massive modern monuments to 
business and commerce - the Gherkin, the Cheesegrater 
and whatever the Lloyd’s of London building is supposed 
to be. In Dickens’ day this was the site of the East India 
Company headquarters - and although the strength of 
the British Empire may have faded, London’s position 
as a major financial player is continuing to grow. 

In a strangely symbolic and nostalgic move, the 
government is reverting to Victorian ideas. George 
Osborne has re-established the committee of the com- 
missioners for the reduction of national debt for the 
first time in 150 years, and pledged government spend- 
ing will never exceed income. The shadow of Dickens 
is never far away. This notion is commonly known as 
the Micawber Principle, inspired by advice in David 
Copperfteld that spending one shilling less than your 
total income equals happiness, spending one shilling 
more results in misery. However, looking after financ- 
es is rarely that simple, as George Osborne will realise 
in his spending review this week. In the I9th century, 
Dickens was warning about the danger and injustice 
of commercial and industrial advances coming at the 
expense and exploitation of the labour that powers it. 
If policy from the past is returning to the present, and 
to borrow a pun, economic policy is more grave than 
gravy, Dickens’ message should be remembered too. 

From Oliver Twist protesting the 
quality and quantity of gruel, to the 
brutal schools of Nicholas Nickleby, 
weaved into his narratives was a 
protest against unfair laws and point- 
less bureaucracy, as well as a staunch 
defence of those suffering the effects 
of poverty. But why was Dickens such 
a humanitarian? Claire Tomalin, 
author of the most recent biography, 

Charles Dickens: A Life, believes the 
seeds were sown during his child- 
hood when his father was thrown into 
a debtor’s prison. “Dickens himself 
was very poor as a boy and worked in 
a blacking factory while his father was in prison,” she 
says. “He lived alone on his meagre earnings, walked 
to work each day and was very unhappy.” 

A I2-year-old Dickens felt shame about being denied 
an education while he was responsible for providing 
for the rest of his family, who lived with his father in 
jail. Having been a child labourer himself meant the 
experience was raw for him when he wrote about it in 
his books and he felt empathy for others who were 
suffering. At the time of writing A Christmas Carol, 




Jim Broadbent as Scrooge in rehearsals 


DICKENS LONDON, 
THEN AND NOW 

1. Bayham Street, Camden. 
Former home of Dickens 
and possibly the Cratchits 

2. Another of Dickens’ 
residences on Doughty Street, 
now the Charles Dickens 
Museum 

3. Along Cornhill is Newman’s 
Court, where Scrooge’s 
counting house may have 
been, opposite St Michael in 
Cornhill. Behind the church is 
the George & Vulture pub 

4. Lloyd’s of London, the 
Cheesegrater and Gherkin sit 
roughly on the site of the old 
East India Company HQ 


Dickens would go for long walks at night, seeing a side 
of life otherwise hidden from the middle classes. 
“He knew the streets of London and the lives of 
the poor from observation,” Tomalin continues. 
“Throughout his life he was interested in improving 
things for working people and the destitute - he raised 
money for the education of poor children and workers.” 

Also in 1843, Dickens visited a 
ragged school in Clerkenwell, where 
the very poorest children were 
schooled. He was appalled by the 
conditions, writing to his benefactor 
Angela Burdett-Coutts that in the 
“prodigious misery and ignorance of 
the swarming masses... the seeds of 
certain ruin are sown”. The children 
he saw inspired the moment in 
A Christmas Carol when Scrooge 
spots what he thinks is a claw under 
the robes of the Ghost of Christmas 
Present, and two desperate, starving 
children called Want and Ignorance 
emerge, shocking him into changing his ways. 

Autobiographical elements are sprinkled through- 
out the story. The Cratchits’ home is in Camden, which 
is where the Dickens family resided while Charles’ 
father was building up the debts that would send him 
to prison. The site of the old Dickens home is a stone’s 
throw away from Camden Town station. Perhaps 
Charles saw his family’s own struggles in the plight 
of the Cratchits, a family of eight surviving on 15 
shillings a week, a little over £56 in today’s money. 


THE BIG ISSUE / p22 / November 23-29 2015 




DICKENSIAN BRITAIN 



VICTORIA PARK 


CLERKENWELL 


CITY OF LONDON 


WHITECHAPEll; 





Scrooge’s sister Fanny shares the same name as 
Dickens’ sister. In September 1843, just before writing 
A Christmas Carol, he visited her in Manchester. 
She had a disabled son called Henry Jnr, whom Tiny 
Tim may have been based on. While Dickens makes 
it clear that Tiny Tim ''did NOT die”, Henry Jnr would 
pass away around the time of his 10th birthday. 

Another real-life inspiration is found in the episode 
where Scrooge visits his younger self at a boarding 
school. The idyllic location is described as a "mansion 
of dull red brick” and bears similarities to the grand 
manor of Gad’s Hill Place in Kent. When Dickens’ 
family was struggling and moving around various 
towns, his father once stood him on a hill, looked over 
at Gad’s and said that if his son applied himself he 
could one day own a home like that. In 1856 Dickens 
bought the house, where he lived the rest of his days. 
The enduring quality of the tale is obvious during 
rehearsals for a new performance at the Noel Coward 
Theatre, starring Jim Broadbent. The story has been 
adapted by Patrick Barlow, responsible for the West 
End hit. The 39 Steps. 

"I didn’t want to make him a Scrooge with mittens 
and all the rest of it,” Barlow says. "I see him more as 
a successful financier. I tried a version using only 
Dickens’ words but it was rather stodgy, so I decided 
to go a different route. I got very interested in the 
question of why Scrooge is like he is; what has made 
him so bitter and angry? A Christmas Carol sets up 
Scrooge as irredeemable and takes him on an impos- 
sible journey, to make a really awful man become a 
generous man. It explores the fundamental question 


of can people change, a theme that is universal and 
also deeply moving.” In his fetchingjimjams, Broadbent 
looks born to play the miserable miser about to have 
the night of his life. "I deliberately avoided watching 
any of the film versions leading up to the production, 
I only re-read the book,” Broadbent says. 

"There might be a glimpse of Alastair Sim in my 
portrayal but only by way of tribute. If you want a 
character with a journey, you don’t get many bigger 
than Scrooge’s. I also like the fact that it doesn’t shy 
away from sentiment, which is so rare these days. 
It puts the audience in a really good place and makes 
them root for the good guys in a very generous and 
honest way. By the end we should all feel like running 
out and embracing the world.” 

A Christmas CaroZ and Dickens himself became so 
closely associated with Christmas that at the time of 
his death, in 1870, a young girl on hearing the news 
supposedly said: "Mr Dickens dead? Then will F ather 
Christmas die too?” 

In an age when many are still in need, it is worth 
remembering Dickens’ plea for the necessity of 
kindness and compassion and the possibility of 
redemption at this time of year. Dickens knew how to 
keep Christmas better than any man. May that truly 
be said of us, and all of us! And so, as Tiny Tim 
observed: God Bless Us, Every One! El 


Christmas events at the Charles Dickens Museum 
run from December 1 to January 6; dickensmuseum.com 
A Christmas Carol opens on November 30 at the 
Noel Coward Theatre; achristmascaroltheplay.com 
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A kettle, 
cutlery, 
a toaster. 

A few simple things that help make 
a home. And a big difference from 
living on the street. 

If you want to make a big difference 
with a small donation, you can start 
with a pen and a pair of scissors or 
with your smartphone. Thank you. 


The Big Issue magazine offers 
homeless people the opportunity 
of a livelihood. 

The Big Issue Foundation offers 
vendors the opportunity of a life. 
We work tirelessly alongside our 
vendors to help them deal with 
the issues that have caused their 
homelessness or have developed 
as a result of hitting the streets. 


THE BIG 

ISSUE 


FOUNDATION 

Charity No. 1049077 England & Wales 
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I would Nke to give a monthly gift of £5 £7 £15 

Full name and postal address of 

your bank/building society Post code 


Name(s) of account holder(s) 
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Branch sort code Account number 
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Instructions to your Bank or Building Society 


Please pay The Big Issue Foundation direct debits from the account detailed in this instruction 
subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct debit Guarantee. I understand that this 
instruction may remain with The Big Issue Foundation and, if so, details will be passed 
electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature(s) 


Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some type of accounts. 
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like The Big Issue Foundation (BIF) to reclaim the tax on alUtg jit^tgjdfK of 
I money I have made in the past, present and for all future donations I make from this day 
cfrd until I notify you otherwise. I confirm that I am a UK Tax Payer and that I pay as much 
income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover the amount that all the charities and CASCs that I 

for every £1 1 donate). I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. 


Full name 


I 


Address 


Post code 
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Please return this completed form to our freepost address: 
The Big Issue Foundation (registered charity no. 1049077) 
FREEPOST L0NI7469, London, SW8 2BR 


... or try the new smarter way to give, with PowaTag 
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Girls Like Zema walk for miles 
every day to fetch water. 




REGISTER AT WALKINHERSHOES.CO.UK 
OR CALL 020 7091 6100 


WALK 10,000 STEPS A DAY FOR A WEEK IN MARCH 

» RAISE MONEY TO HELP CHANGE THE UVES OF 
V WOMEN AND GIRLS IN THE POOREST COMMUNITIES 

^ SIGN UP NOW AND GET YOUR PEDOMETER AND T-SHIRT 
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Registered charity number: 292506 
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STELLAN SKARSGARD 


A standout show for the BBC this year 
has been the crime thriller River. 
As well as providing riveting drama 
it taps into topical trends, such as the 
invisible community of migrants 
living in our cities. The lead character 
John River is also unlike other TV detectives. Namely, 
he sees dead people, or manifests, who sometimes help 
him solve crimes but more often than not exacerbate 
his fragile mental state. 

River is the first major TV role for one of Sweden’s 
best known acting exports, Stellan Skarsgard. He has 
popped up in countless Hollywood films, alongside 
superheroes in The Avengers, been quite the super 
trooper in the memorable Mamma Mia! and pioneered 
Scandinoir. He also has plenty to say about Sweden’s 
role in the world and what Britain can learn from his 
country about immigration... 

With River you have become yet another film 
actor taking on a TV role. We all have to venture 
more and more into television. Cinema distribution 
has adapted to the popcorn industry. You have 
big movies with a budget of $100-$200m then 
nothing-nothing-nothing-nothing, then a few 
independent films for $2m. Everything in between 



Stellan Skarsgard stars alongside Nicola Walker in River 


I CAN STlW 
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has gone, and they used to be the films that were 
character driven, written by the best writers, direct- 
ed by the best directors and played by the best actors. 

You are part of the Marvel and Pirates of the 
Caribbean franchises. Do you feel complicit? 

No, I don’t feel complicit. The market rules, it’s not 
my fault! Cinemas make more money from selling 
popcorn than selling tickets. 

All TV detectives have their personal demons and 
flaws - were John River’s interesting enough 
for you to want the role? We are showered with 
thousands of detective stories. I’m really bad at doing 
those cop lines, “Download the CCTV and go through 
his bank accounts...” I can’t find enough enthusiasm 
to say them. Usually the procedural side of who did it 
is more important than the character but this script 
was totally different because the very core of the story 
is about this strange man, and the procedural side is 
in the background. 

You have said that River allowed you to be both 
an actor and an actress. What do you mean? 

I often envy actresses. They get to show uninhibited 
emotions, everything that is going on inside the 


character. Most male characters are, for cultural 
reasons, written to contain their emotions. But in all 
the scenes with the manifests my character River is 
wide open. That is very liberating. 

But people from within and outwith the industry 
often complain about the lack of good roles for 
women. That’s true but that’s another problem. 
The good roles for women are usually better than the 
good roles for men, even if they’re fewer. 

Did your performance, alongside Pierce Brosnan 
and Colin Firth in Mamma Mia!, give you a taste 
of the kind of roles women often get cast in? 

We were supposed to be cute and silly - typical bimbos. 
I really enjoyed it. In a way it was an extremely 
feminist production, written, produced and directed 
by women. 

Does River qualify as Scandinoir because 
there’s a Scandinavian in it? No, that’s a label that 
has become commercially viable and is used to make 
the audience feel familiar. I don’t even know what 
Scandinoir is. Probably I did one of the first. Insomnia, 
many years ago but now almost anything that comes 
out of Scandinavia is Scandinoir, which is sad. 
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What do you call Scandinoir in Scandinavia? 

It’s called TV. Nordic Noir got a great push from the 
Millennium Trilogy. That is a really mediocre crime 
story but it has really interesting characters. 
Scandinavia is far more emancipated than any other 
corner of the world, which means our female 
characters are written in a different way. 

Why are we so repressed in the UK? I don’t know! 
I’ve been asking that myself. Why did you put pink 
lights on Tower Bridge when a princess was born? 
Is it a fucking Barbie country? We don’t colour code 
our children depending on whether they have a 
penis or not. 

There is probably much we could learn from 
Sweden but is there anything Sweden could learn 
from us? We’ve learned some bad things. Whatever 
Thatcher did to England, we did 20 years later. 
Now you’ve got an interesting reaction to that with 
Corbyn as the new Labour leader. Maybe we should 
look at something radical for our Swedish Social 
Democrats as well. 

River explores the hidden migrant community in 
London - what did you learn about that? I saw a 


Sweden grants more than 10 times the number 
of asylum claims than Britain, yet our society 
probably complains about it 10 times as much. 
Why the disparity? It’s the attitude. When should 
you have closed your borders? Before 1066 maybe? 
Or before the Vikings came? You have to understand 
people will move, societies will change and we all live 
in a little flicker of time. In America they want to build 
a wall between Mexico. First of all, America stole Texas 
and California and most of the southern states from 
Mexico - but I think who really should have been 
restrictive with immigration was the Indians! 

Why have you never been tempted to go into 
politics yourself? Because your thinking, and 
especially what you say, has to be restrained. 

Do you enjoy saying whatever you want? I find it 
a great pleasure! After the Enlightenment you’re sup- 
posed to be allowed to say everything, and still you’re 
not allowed. You’re not even allowed to use all the 
words you want to use. When Benedict Cumberbatch 
used the word ‘coloured’, which once was the decent 
way to describe a black person, he got so much shit 
that no one listened to what he was actually saying. 
It’s so weird in America - the crime is to use the wrong 




being 






tens Steven MacKeo^e the show is the last thing 
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London I hadn’t seen before. I was in apartments 
smaller than my bathroom where five people were 
living. I was staying in Islington, which isn’t the 
fanciest, but the house next door was sold for £6m. 
There are a lot of people suffering in the world but 
it’s very hard to see them suffer that 
close to richness. It’s horrifying and 
it will eventually lead to clashes and 
extremism. 

If any country is familiar with 
immigration it is Sweden, which 
has taken more refugees per capita 
than any other country - up to 
200,000 in 2015. We’ve been doing 
that for decades. Dealing with a lot of 
immigrants is not a big problem 
because they can be absorbed into 
society, the problems are with the right-wing parties 
that thrive from the fear they can spread. We were 
the last of the European countries to have an anti- 
immigration party that had any success but now our 
Ukip has over 10 per cent and it is growing, especially 
among working-class people who feel more anxiety. 
The interesting thing is 65 per cent of Swedes still 
want us to take more. That’s encouraging. 


word but at the same time you have double the infant 
mortality amongst blacks than whites. You don’t 
change anything by changing the words. 

Benedict Cumberbatch is now part of the Marvel 
universe. Don’t Disney make their 
stars sign a contract where they 
promise to always be on their best 
behaviour? Oh, the morality clause? 

It’s actually called the morality 
clause? Disney has had it for years. 
It basically says that if you upset a 
substantial part of society they can 
take your name off the film, sue you 
and do other evil things to you. I’ve 
never signed it. I said that’s infringing 
on my freedom-of-speech rights, my 
constitutional rights - and I also said, what society 
are we talking about. Salt Lake City or Kabul? So they 
reformulated it for me. I can still take my pants off in 
public without being sued by Disney. 01 


River is out on DVD and Blu-ray from November 30 
(Arrow Films) 



Mamma Mia! Julie Walters and Skarsgard 
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Queen’s Theatre is proud to present our resident company of actor-musicians 

JOIN US ON A 
MAGICAL CARPET RIDE 
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QUEEN’S 

THEATRE 

HORNCHURCH 






“A perfect holiday treat 
and ajoy to watch with 
all the family” 


Romford Recorder 
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Rub the magic lamp, 
make a wish and Join us on 
a magical carpet ride to 
our traditional pantomime. 


28 NOVEMBER 2015 - 9 JANUARY 2016 


01708 443333 queens-theatre.co.uk 




DESPERATE MEASURES 
FOR HIDDEN HOMELESS 


n a recent Biig Issue we highlighted the 
true scale of homelessness among young 
people in the UK, OFFidal figures aren't 
telling the real story^ and mone young 
people than ever are now being forced 
to sleep rough or sofa surf because they're 
not getting the help they need from councils 
and local authorities. 

That s according to a new poli from 
Centrepoint, the leading charity for homeless 
young people aged 16 to 2S. Centrepoint 
conducted a wide-ranging survey* into the 
reality of Britain's youth homelessness crisis 
and found that [cx:al authorities are seriously 
underestimating the problem, which is growing 
at an alarming rate. Often they can’t secure a 
place for young people to stay - leaving them 
to resort to desperate measures. 

Centrepoint four>d that 26 per cent oF 
young people in the UK have been forced to 



sleep in an unsafe place, indLrdirrg on the 
streets - and a staggering 47 per cent have 
suffered physical abuse or assault when they 
sleep rough. More than half stayed out on the 
streets for more than one night and many felt 
threatened. 

Many young people are the hidden 


homeless^. People like Michael 24. who was 
kicked out of his family home and left with no 
choice but to sleep on friends' sofas. '"Its hard 
when you ncH/er know where you re going to 
sleep," says Michael. ‘’Its daunting, its 
depressing," Too often young people like 
Michael are either getting knocked back by 
councils unable to support them or they simply 
don't know whereto turn for help. 



Qiv« homel»s 
young people 
a future 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
c»fitr«po m t,org ,uk /donatv 
0800 118 1242 

At Centrepoirtt, were working to 
solve these issues and stop homeless 
young people sleeping rough this 
winter. To find out what weVe doing 
- and how you can Fielp - turn to 
page 14 . 


itrtervie^w^ 2.017 younq pmopim, and 2$. oatine in the UfC hetviteen Octtiher IS-ll.^ 2014. Data was weighted fo he F^pfi^sefitati¥e af young people in the 

UK ffged frefwMFi K and 15, by*qer gtndvr arfd r^ion. ContRn h 4 rTTfmbsr of thf Bnhsh Polling CoutKif ond shides by rn ni/es. 






PANTO SEASON 



THINK THE PANTO 
TRADITION IS 
BEHIND US? 

OH NOITISN T 

Grand dame Stanley Baxter tells Brian Beacom why 
Britain still loves a Christmas cross-dressing farce 


f the curtain of kids’ imagination these days 
is lifted by Xboxes, tablets, YouTube and 
downloads of How to Train Your Dragon, 
where does this leave panto? 

Hugely popular in Victorian times and 
revived in the Variety heyday of British 
theatre, its ingredients of outdated sketches, past- 
their-sell-by performers and slapstick died with Laurel 


and Hardy. Men wearing false breasts, plotlines looser 
than an Ugly Sister’s knicker elastic - how has this 
dinosaur not just survived but thrived? 

‘Tt’s heightened stupidity,” says John Barrowman, 
a resting veteran of five Scottish pantos. 

‘Tt’s madness. It’s anarchy and it’s slapstick, and 
it’s theatre in which you have to break the fourth wall. 
This means you’re talking directly to the kids and > 
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^'one of the coolest and most 
fascinating reads out there" 

STARBURST MAGAZINE 


"Cool & punchy" STEVE DILLON (hellblazer/ preacher /x-men/ wolverine) 


"Sex, violence, androids ... very much in the style of classic 2000AD" 
LEE SULLIVAN (DOCTOR WHO / TRANSFORMERS / JUDGE DREDD / ROBOCOP) 



TKc greatest 'Pantomime of tHem alt 


Written by Mike French, illustrated by Karl Brown 
Available from Forbidden Planet,Waterstones, all good bookshops 
and also on Kindle, iTunes, Kobo, B&N, Google Play 
bit.ly/AnAndroidAwakes 


•ITS NOT REAIIY CHRISTMAS IN NORTH AMFTON 
UNTIL YOUVE BEEN TO THE DERNGATE PANTO" 


JOHN Partridge 


SlOi^NE POSTHILL JIJEAR 


Fri 11 Dec 2015 - Sun 3 Jan 2016 ROYAL O 

Box Office 01604 624811 DERNGATE & 


www.royalandderngate.co.uk NORTHAMP TO N 



fmr ^ J 

THEHEXF^GON » 

Sat 5th Dec 2015 to Sun 3rd Jan 2016 

liW ilkFJl ft te B ox Office: 0118 960 6060 Qucedi Wally^ 
www.readingaits.cO[ii 



Written & Directed by Mark Slowey. Assistant Director & Choreographer: Suzi Budd. Musical Director: Graeme Budd 


Box Office 01276 707600 
www.camberleytheatre.biz 

Knoll Road, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 3SY 






PANTO SEASON 


they love this. And you can go anywhere. When 
working with the Krankies I could pick up Janette 
and spin her round my head, and it’s not in the script, 
and the laughter you get from moments like this is 
incredible.” 

In Glasgow, five major pantos are staged each year. 
Theatres such as the King’s, the Clyde Auditorium 
and the Pavilion each 
take more than 
£lm at the box office. 

In Birmingham, 
more than 100,000 
tickets have already 
been sold to see 
Marti Fellow star 
in Aladdin, and this 
success story is 
echoed throughout 
the country, from 
Southend to 
Aberdeen, in major 
theatres and village 
halls. “Panto revenue 
keeps us warm all through the following year,” 
says Glasgow Pavilion manager Iain Gordon. 

But how can panto thrive in an era of hi-tech 
fixation? Could it be panto is so successful because 
it’s so unlike the entertainment children are fed in 
the modern world? Michael Harrison, who runs 
24 pantos across Britain as managing director of 
Qdos Entertainment, says yes. 

“Panto works because it’s old-fashioned. It’s one of 
the few cross-generational areas of entertainment, 
where the grannies, mums and kids can come together, 
Grannies don’t have Xboxes but they have seen Variety 
and they want to pass on this legacy because thaCs the 
essence of panto.” 

Panto legend Stanley Baxter 
believes the scripts are hugely 
important, which is why he works 
on them from July. “There’s always 
a morality tale. Good always 
wins out in the end. And children 
just love that,” says Baxter. 

Cinderella is a great case in point. 

On the face of it, she’s little more than 
a loose-slippered Wag wannabe intent 
on capturing a cash- 
machine. But the 
truth is, she fell for 
the Prince thinking 
he was as sink estate 
as she was. And of 
course, the Uglies get 
their comeuppance 
for deception and 
using Cinders as less 
than minimum wage. 

However, Baxter 
maintains that a 
crucial part of panto’s 
success is the use of dialect, offering an utter lack of 
homogeneity. 

“What dialect does is reflect an audience right back 
at themselves. They get to laugh at their own use 
of language, especially when juxtaposed with posh. 
For example, an Ugly Sister in Cinderella would say. 
And these tickets for the ball, where did they... comfae?’ 


And it’s this single word ‘comfae’ that takes the roof 
off every time.” 

It’s no surprise panto doesn’t work in the likes of 
the US because there is no single culture to reflect 
back at an audience. The local references, the Primark 
gags and so on, wouldn’t work. But what British panto 
also offers is a spectacle. “Christmas is a magical time 

and pantos should 
reflect that,” says 
Baxter. “I once spent 
£20K on a dress that 
looked like a chande- 
lier, and audiences 
gasped when they saw 
it. So too did the King’s 
Theatre bosses when 
they saw the price 
ticket,” he adds. 

Do celebs play a role 
in keeping panto alive? 
Do audiences need to 
see Sir Ian McKellen’s 
Twankey? “I’ve got 
mixed feelings on the 
use of celebrities,” 
says Harrison. 

“In our Newcastle 
panto, the boys [Danny Adams and Clive Webb] who 
star are unknowns, and they’re fantastic. But the likes 
of the Hippodrome in Birmingham have a tradition 
of using big names, and Marti Fellow fits the bill. 
But of course Brian Conley in Southend is a Variety 
starj and Variety is panto.” 

Slapstick, songs, comedy 
■ solo spots, dancers with 

legs that go all the way 
lo the flies (keeping the 
dads happy) - panto 
has it all, and more. Some 
even utilise 3D and laser. 
Some use risque, over-the- 
kids'-heads gags. One Ugly Sister 
says:**! need to get some buttocks 
in my face.” The other replies: 
You mean Botox?” And the first one 
replies: “I know exactly what I mean.” 
But Baxter believes pantos still thrive 
because they sell 
dreams. “Pantos are 
also about love. Snow 
White and Cinders 
marry the Prince. 
Beauty falls for 
the Beast. Aladdin 
gets together with 
Princess Jasmine.” 

And when love 
doesn’t appear 
for everyone in 
Pantoland? 

“Children know 
there are always Buttons out there who have to 
wait their turn. But that’s okay.” 

“We are the panto we go to watch and delight in,” 
he adds, smiling. EEl 


Brian Beacom is entertainment writer at The Herald and Times 



Left: Stanley Baxter in his chandelier 
dress. Above: David Hasselhoff is starring 
as Hook in Peter Pan at Glasgow SECC 





“I ONCE SPENT £20K ON A 
DRESS THAT LOOKED LIKE 
A CHANDELIER. AUDIENCES 
GASPED. SO DID THEATRE 
BOSSES WHEN THEY SAW 
THE PRICE” Stanley Baxter 
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Communications 


If you only read 
one spiritual book 
in your lifetime, 
make it this one. 


Oblivion or opportunities and 
WONDERS - just what, precisely, 
awaits beyond physical death? 

Authored by 'Joseph' from an 
advanced reality 'beyond the 
veil', this internationally 
acclaimed book delivers 
arguably the most 
comprehensive, no-nonsense 
account ever written of what lies 

' Thanks to Joseph I am having a 
fabulous old age - hope is one thing, 
knowledge another.' 

Pauline Hutchins. 


ahead upon leaving this world 
behind. 

Revealing, inspiring, 
comforting ...Your Life After 
Death dares to draw back the 
final curtain and demystify the 
mystery. Read it and you'll never 
look at the next life, or, indeed, 
this one, in quite the same way 
again. 

' Over the years I have read many 
books on this subject but none have 
been more informative and in-depth. ‘ 
Peggy Sivyer. 


AVAILABLE FROM: www.josephspeaks.com or amazon.co.uk 
or send cheque for £16.95 (includes p&p) made payable to 
Band of Light Media Ltd. 

to: 10 Sparrable Row, Briercliffe, Burnley, Lancashire, BB10 3QW. 
eBook versions available from: 


amazon.com 



Find out more 

www.quaker.org.uk 



PROMOTIONAL FEATURE , 


TURN TO CENTREPOINT 
THIS CHRISTMAS 


M ore than 15.000 young 
people will have nowhere 
to live this Christmas. 

Sadly, this figure is growir>g 
all the time. 

Centrepoint the UK's leading charity 
For homeless young people aged 16 to 25. 
are working all-year round to change this 
- and the good news is that you can help 
The charity helps 8,400 hometess young 
people a year, finding them accommodation. 
Since 1969 theyVe helped more than 100.000 
young peopb to get their lives back on track. 

However, securing a safe bed for the night 
h on^ a small part of Centrepoint s work. 

The charity also supports young people to 
help them overcome abuse or traumas, and 
teaches basic life skills so they can live 
independent lives. To help them build a 
brighter future. Centrepoint also offers vital 
training so homeless young people can find 
work qr go into further education. The results 
speak for themselves - 89 per cent of young 
people move on from Centrepoint into a job. 
education or their own honr>e. 



For Michael coming to Centrepoint was 
the beginning of a new life. “If I'd never came 
to Centrepoint, I don't know where I would 
be right now. They helped me in the right 
direction and got me back on track. The only 
thing left to do now is to move out and go 
back to unt,** Don't let young people turn 
to desperate measures this Christmas. 

Give them a chance for a better life. 



give homeless 
young people 
a future 


CAN YOU 
HELP THEM? 

What our homeless young 
people really need this 
ChnstTTtas. 

r could grve a young person a 
to hot meal, a warm, safe bed 
and someone to talk to. 


could provide someone wfth 
r DVJdean dothes. a warm, safe 
bed and essential heahh checks. 


f\f\ cook) provide a warm, 
L I safe bed over Christmas 

plus the professional support these 
young people need to turn their Ih^ 
around. 


Donate to Centrepoint today 
at cQntrepoint.org.uk/donate 
or call us on 0800 MB 1242 








'We’ft be qmir Santa 

ENTER OUR CHRISTMAS GIFT COMPETITIONS 



WIN A BUNDLE OF RSPB GOODIES - FOR PEOPLE AND WILDLIFE! ^ 








As pHFt of its Giving Nature a Home campaign, the 
UKs largest conservation charity, the RSPB, is giving away 
a Christmas hamper brimming with organic and Fairtrade 
goodies, as well as some treats for wildlife too! 

A lucky reader can win these festive treats worth over 
consisting of a delicious food hamper, birdsong clock, 
luxury singing birdsong crackers, urban insect 
hotel, bird feeding station complete with bird 
food, the RSPB’s Gardening for Wildlife book 
and a love nature wildflowers bathroom gift set 
of luxury toiletries. As a second prize the charity 
is also giving away a pair of children s binoculars, 
and for third prize a bird encyclopedia book. 

Giving Nature a Home is aimed at tackling 
the housing crisis facing the UKs threatened wildlife. 
The charity is asking people to provide a place for 
^ wildlife in their own gardens and outside spaces, 
f whether by building a hedgehog shelter, putting up a 
I jiestbox or creating a pond that will support a number 
'of different species. For more information on these 
Tbvely prizes and other items for sale which would make 
,jff>erfect Christmas gifts, go to shopping.rspb.org.uk. 

All profits go to helping nature and wildlife. 


£200 


^ Bivinp 
nalura 
a hone; 


ENTER WITH THE 
KEYWORD RSPB GOODIES 


Use the KEYWORD for the competition you 
want to enter as your subject and email: 
competitions@bigissue.com or post them to: 

The Big Issue, 43 Bath Street, Glasgow, G2 iHW 

Closing date is December 1 


Indudv Ol^ OUT on your 
entry if you would prefer 
not to receive future info or 
updates from The Big Issue. 
We won’t give your details 
to any third party. T&Cs 
available at bigissue.com 




WIN THE HOBBIT TRILOGY EXTENDED EDITION BOX SET ON BLU RAY 30^^! 


WIN HELLO MY NAME /S’ BRATZl 


Smaug, the evil one who decimates the 
City of Dale and invades Erebor, is what 
kind of creature? 

A. Goblin B. Stone Giant 

C. Sorcerer D. Dragon 

The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five 
Armies Extended Edition and ‘The Hobbit 
Trilogy Extended Edition is out NOW 

KEYWORD: HOBBIT AND INCLUDE 
YOUR ANSWER. SEE ABOVE FOR 
HOW TO ENTER. 


The new Bratz range is available from 
all good toyshops and grocers, including 
Argos, Asda, The Entertainer, Symths, 

Tesco and Toys R Us. And we have four 
sets of the original Bratz - Cloe, Yasmin, 
Jade and Sasha - from the Hello My Name 
Is collection to be won right here. 

USE KEYWORD BRATZ 


j^MCM 


Kp V im < i>f 


©2015 Warner Bros. 

Ent. All Rights Reserved. 


The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey and The Hobbit, and the names of the characters, events, items and places therein, are 
trademarks of The Saul Zaentz Company d/b/a Middle-earth Enterprises under license to New Line Productions, Inc. 


The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five 
Armies Extended Edition and the epic 
The Hobbit Trilogy Extended Edition is 
out TODAY on Blu-ray 3D™, DVD and 
Digital Download and to celebrate, we Ve 
got five copies of The Hobbit Trilogy 
Extended Edition to giveaway on Blu-ray 
3D™ (which also includes a 2D Blu-ray 
and Digital Download). To be in with a 
chance of winning this fantastic prize, all you 
need to do is answer the movie question 
opposite. 


This Christmas, Bratz is the fashion 
doll at the top of everyone’s wish list, as old 
favourites Cloe, Yasmin, Jade and Sasha are 
reintroduced with brand new looks for 2015 
in the Hello My Name Is (TM) collection. 
Each doll comes with a detailed outfit, 
an iconic lips comb, perfect for styling 
and brushing and number of accessories 
that reflect each of their personalities and 
hobbies (£14.99 each). Find out all about 
them and their new range of accessories at 
www.bratz.com 
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THE CHRISTMAS GIFT 
THAT KEEPS ON GIVING 


At CARE International, we know that 
sometimes, all people need is a little 
investment to change their lives forever. 

That's why we've set up this revolutionary way 
to help some of the world's poorest people work 
their own way out of poverty with dignity. It's 
called lendwithcare.org - instead of a donation 
lendwithcare.org allows you to lend as little as £15 
to fund a small business overseas. 

And this Christmas, if you buy a lendwithcare.org 
gift voucher, you can give your friends or family 
the chance to choose which business they want to 
fund, and then when their loan is paid back they 
can either withdraw the £15 or re-lend it again and 
again to other hard working entrepreneurs. 


How does it work? 

O Buy a gift voucher at 

www.lendwithcare.org/gift_vouchers 

Vouchers can be printed or emailed. 

O The voucher recipient chooses who to lend 
their £15 to. 

0 The entrepreneur's business begins to grow. 

O The loan is paid back to your friend or 
relative and they choose what to do next. 

0 You have helped someone in a developing 
country improve the lives of their whole 
family and both you and your friend get a 
nice warm feeling. 


Visit www.lendwithcare.org today and give the 
gift of opportunity this Christmas. 


lendwithcare.org 



CARE International UK. Registered charity no 292506. CARE, 89 Albert Embankment, London SEl 7TP 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY CARE INTERNATIONAL UK 





GRITTY COMICS 


Twenty-five years after the 
first Sandman connic by 
Neil Gaiman, the nnaster of 
macabre has released a deluxe 
edition of The Sandman: 
Overture. Fan faves will appear, 
including Merv Pumpkinhead, 
The Corinthian, and Death, 
Desire, Despair, Delirium, 
Destruction and Destiny. 

The latest Sandman Gallery 
Edition is also out next month. 
This one features a compilation 
of drawings from the very first 
issue. The illustrations, by 
artists including Sam Kieth 
and Mike Dringenberg, will be 
reproduced in their original 
size on heavy paper. 


► Sandman: Overture 
Deluxe Edition is out now; The 
Sandman Gallery Edition is out 
Dec 9. vertigocomics.com 


THE BIG ISSUE / p37 / November 23-29 2015 



AUTHOR FEATURE 


The game is afoot 

Who really wrote Shakespeare’s plays? Orlando Pearson 
plots new Sherlock Holmes stories, with a twist 


ove, desire, hate, death, fear, 
ambition, revenge, greed. 

In history and in litera- 
ture, regardless of age and 
form, these universal and 
timeless themes dominate. 
The best-known portrayals of Sherlock 
Holmes over the last 80 years - whether 
in the shape of an urbane Basil Rathbone 
chasing Nazis in World War Two or a tousled 
Benedict Cumberbatch leaping round 
present-day London - move the great 
detective into new geographies and times 
to address them. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
himself, by contrast, always left his hero in 
the second half of the 19th century and the 
beginning of the 20th. 

I love all Holmesianabut, as an addict of 
the original stories, I thought it would be 
fun to take the opposite approach to that of 
Doyle’s successors. Accordingly, I have ab- 
ducted these universal and timeless themes 
from their treatments in a wide array of 
sources and tried to treat them as Conan 
Doyle might have done had he used the same 
sources. In doing so I was delighted to give 
Holmes a life stretching into at least 1947. 

The original idea came to me when I 
reread Kafka’s The Trial many years after 
first discovering it. I found that years of 


reading and rereading Holmes had equipped 
me with the necessary techniques to spot a 
clue early in Kafka’s mysterious novel and 
this led me straight to a plausible solution 
of the work. Kafka, it turns out, is not that 
mysterious after all, and turning my solu- 
tion into a Sherlock Holmes story involved 
not much more than moving the action from 
Prague to London and adding references to 
the recent banking crisis. My work can be 
found online as The Trial of Joseph Carr. 

Like Holmes after he decrypted the first 
few letters of the code in The Dancing Men, 
having found one solution, the rest 
of my stories followed quite easily. 

It was a case of asking questions or 
refusing a readily accepted answer. 

So, from Volume I of The Redacted 
Sherlock Holmes, why did Rudolf 
Hess, Hitler’s deputy, fly to Britain 
in 1941? Was Macbeth really guilty 
of the murder of King Duncan? And why are 
some industries more profitable than 
others? Using the techniques of observation, 
elimination and deduction so beloved by the 
great Baker Street detective, I believe my 
work provides answers to these questions. 

In writing these stories. I’ve been careful 
to preserve as much of the originals as I can. 
Where an extract of a Sherlock Holmes story 


can be hijacked to fit into a new context, such 
as in the opening of A Scandal in Nova Alba, 
I have done so. Lovers of trains, hansom cabs 
and opera will find all these things repre- 
sented. Those looking for Holmes stepping 
into a car, using a telephone or accessing the 
internet must look elsewhere. 

I have also sought to provide solutions 
to Holmesian mysteries. Why is Holmes’ 
landlady referred to as Mrs Turner rather 
than Mrs Hudson in The Blue Carbuncle? 
And what was the story of the Vatican 
cameos which Sherlock Holmes referred to 
but never divulged to Watson? The Redacted 
Sherlock Holmes reveals all and, in passing, 
identifies the true author of the plays at 
present attributed to Shakespeare. 

And my very specific desire to be both 
reverential and referential works both ways. 
Where my Sherlock Holmes story links to 
something else, I have done my best to ap- 
propriate from this other somycc. A Scandal 
in Nova Alba is studded with chunks - or 
bleeding pieces, as Mark Antony might have 
said - of Shakespeare. The highly political 
Minister and the Moguls has elements of 
Lady Frances Carfax, some very recent 
events and some content of what I hope is 
startling political incorrectness. And those 
who know The Last Days of Adolf Hitler hy 
Hugh Trevor-Roper will find they recognise 
some phrases in The Fiihrer and his Deputies. 

Fellow lovers of Sherlock Holmes are a 
fierce breed, rightly keen to excoriate 
anyone making a factual error about their 
hero. Dorothy Sayers said those who seek 
to resolve any anomalies in the canonical 
Sherlock Holmes should play the game “as 
solemnly as a county cricket match at Lords 
as the slightest touch of extravagance or 
burlesque ruins the atmosphere”. 

I will be astonished if no one tries to pick 
holes in my version of Sherlock Holmes, 
and my shidduchs of Holmes with 
Hitler, Shakespeare and modern 
politics ensure I will have armies 
of experts in other fields to contend 
with. To demonstrate that I like a 
scrap, my online works feature the 
Bible, Freud, Bach, Queen Victoria, 
Vivaldi, Edward VH, Mozart, both 
Einsteins, Beethoven and Haydn as well as 
Franz Kafka whose disconcerting influence 
permeates most of my works. The prospect 
of serious arguments with experts to go with 
serious sleuthing with Holmes exhilarates 
me. I can’t wait for the fun to start! 


The Redacted Sherlock Holmes: Vol / by Orlando 
Pearson is out December 8 (Clink Street, £6.99) 
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REVIEWS 



I was invited to suggest 
‘five books every child should 
read before they turn 12’. 

As a typical American, I 
immediately felt stifled by 
British rule and inclined to 
belligerent disobedience. 
Couldn’t be helped. Sorry, 
it’s what we do. 

1. ONE FISH, TWO FISH, 
RED FISH, BLUE FISH 
Dr Seuss (age O-l) 

Fun matters. Dr Seuss 
changed the way we write for 
children, and his silly rhymes 
and crazy pictures have made 
readers of countless kids. 


2. HAROLD AND THE 
PURPLE CRAYON 
Crockett Johnson (age 2 - 3 ) 

Good books inspire clever 
young minds, and Harold is 
the poster child for creativity. 

5. THE PAPER 
BAG PRINCESS 

Robert Munsch (age 4 - 5 ) 

Great books empower kids to 
think for themselves. Munsch 
reminds young readers that 
stereotypes don’t define them. 

4.WINNIE-THE-POOH 
AA Milne (age 6 - 7 ) 

The tales of the Hundred Acre 
Wood are sweet and silly but 
also loaded with unexpectedly 
profound life lessons and just 
so much heart. 


5. FORTUNATELY, THE 
MILK Neil Gaiman (age 8 - 9 ) 

With everything from pirates 
to ponies, this book is 
designed to delight - perfect 
for hooking hesitant readers. 


6. HARRY POTTER 
JK Rowling (age 10-11) 

This phenomenon helped 
make books cool for a digitally 
distracted generation. The 
wizarding world has fanciful 
escapes, heartfelt lessons and 
strong character dyna mics. 


William Ritter is author 
of Beastly Bones 
(Algonquin, £ 11 . 83 ) 


A NOTABLE WOMAN / A WOMAN ON THE EDGE OF TIME 

A window to the past 



T here are few things 
which pull on the 
heartstrings like 
reading the diary of 
a young idealist after the demise 
of the writer’s youth. A Notable 
Woman; The Romantic 
Journals of Jean Lucey Pratt 
is a particularly affecting case 
in point, not just because Jean’s 
early aspirations so often end 
in dampened disappointment 
but because her writing is so 
vivid, her confessions so frank 
and her character so attractive. 
You root for her again and again, 
then you shake a fist at the world 
for letting her down. It’s an 
exhausting business. 

Simon Garfield’s lovingly 
edited tome comprises 700 
pages of highlights from the 
intimate journals of London 
schoolgirl/journalist/trainee 
architect/bookseller and life- 
time diarist Jean Pratt, taking 
us from 1925, when she was 15, 
to her death at 77 in 1986. She 
died with her million words still 
a secret between herself and 
her 45 notebooks, without an 
inkling that 30 years later her 
teenage wish that ‘perhaps in 
some future generation... they 
may read these words I am now 
writing’ would be fulfilled. 

Garfield has given special 
emphasis to Jean’s entries 
through the Second World War 
but don’t make the mistake of 
thinking of this as simply 
another ‘social witness’ account 
of life in the 20th century. 
There’s nothing average about 
Jean Pratt, which might make 
her less helpful as a historical 
resource but more convincing 
as a creative force, with a clear 
vision, a contrary urge and 
eccentricities which mark her 
as exceptional. “I have inher- 
ited from my mother the desire 
to write,” she says. “It is in my 
blood and will not be subdued.” 
Garfield describes her as a ‘soul 
singing through time’, which is 
as good a description as any I 
can think of. 

In her mid-teens she sounds 
like a particularly astute 


boarder at Enid Blyton’s Malory 
Towers - “I’m awfully weak and 
silly. I’ve been told that a number 
of times.” But even then, though 
her concerns are often typical 
and fleeting - boys, haircuts. 
Aims, teacher crushes - she is 
never fluffy. Perhaps it’s the 
experience ofhaving dealt with 
sorrow after losing her mother 
at 13 which gives her schoolgirl 
writing an unusual depth. But 
she is also a natural rebel with 
Are in her belly, who finds she is 
quickly ‘growing out of school. 
The routine, these petty little 
rules, this kind captivity’. 

An instinctively independent 
woman, well read and politi- 
cally engaged, she yearns for the 
fulfilment of creative work, and 
rails against family assumptions 



A Notable Woman: The 
Romantic Journals of Jean 
Lucey Pratt Edited by Simon 
Garfield, Canongate, £20 
A Woman on the Edge of Time 
Jeremy Gavron, Scribe, £16.99 


that marriage and motherhood 
will spear her ambition and 
cheer up her mood of frustrated 
discontent. But for decades, as 
her beloved cats number up, she 
also remains hopeful of a great 
love and, in time, I found recall- 
ing her girlish dream that she 
would ‘sway men’s hearts 
to a danger mark’ unbearably 
moving. Read with great care. 

A Woman on the Edge of 
Time, Jeremy Gavron’s 
investigation into his mother’s 
suicide aged 29, performs a 
comparable, worthwhile feat, 
rescuing from the Are another 
story of a compelling 20th- 
century woman. This book 
works on a number of equally 
satisfying levels. It has the 
heartstopping thrill of a page- 
turning detective novel; it’s rich 
with thought-provoking obser- 
vations about families, particu- 
larly mothers, negotiating the 
narrow straits of the late ’50s/ 
early ’60s; and it is underpinned 
with profound, though never 
sentimental, personal emo- 
tional tumult. Intelligent, 
skilful, and terriflcally moving, 
it remains in the heart long 
after it goes back on the shelf. 


Jane Graham @Janeannie 
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OPUS ARTE 



CARLOS ACOSTA DANCES 
ROYAL BALLET CLASSICS 

LA FILLE MAL GARDEE 

ROMEO AND JULIET • DON QUIXOTE 

Royal Opera House 

Carlos Acosta is one of the greatest ballet 
dancers of his generation and has occupied 
a unique position within The Royal Ballet 
for almost two decades. This collection 
offers the opportunity to see him dance 
in three great Royal Ballet productions. 



LA TRAVIATA 

VERDI 

Glyndebourne 

Verdi’s tragic masterpiece is 
elegantly updated by director 
Tom Cairns in this ‘fresh and 
thrillingly unfamiliar’ (Independent) 
Glyndebourne production. Mark 
Elder conducts with performances 
from Venera Gimadieva and 
Michael Fabiano. 



LA FILLE MAL GARDEE 

ASHTON 

Royal Opera House 

Choreographed by Frederick Ashton, 
this is a classic of The Royal Ballet. This 
2015 revival is a ‘company triumph’ 
(Independent), with principals Natalia 
Osipova and Steven McRae creating 
terrific onstage chemistry and delivering 
outstanding solo performances. Barry 
Wordsworth conductors. 



lt>EAlS 



THE COMEDY OF ERRORS 

SHAKESPEARE 

Royal Shakespeare Company 

Based on a farce by the Roman 
playwright Plautus, The Comedy 
of Errors is the Bard’s most madcap 
comedy. Featuring Renaissance 
costumes as well as contemporaneous 
staging, Blanche McIntyre’s debut 
production for the Globe ‘sparkles with 
wit and invention’ (WhatsOnStage). 


PUCCINI 

LA BOHEME 
TOSCA ■ TURANDOT 
Royal Opera House 

Three magnificent Royal Opera 
productions of three of Puccini’s greatest 
operas. Featuring a host of international 
opera stars, this collection is brimming 
with the drama and sumptuous music 
that have made Puccini one of the world’s 
most popular opera composers. 


LOVPS LABOUR^S LOST 
& LOVERS LABOUR^S WON 

SPECIAL EDITION BOX SET 
Royal Shakespeare Company 

Shakespeare’s great pair of romantic 
comedies. Love’s Labour’s Lost and 
Love’s Labour’s Won - the latter usually 
known as Much Ado About Nothing. 

Both plays are available individually 
or as a special edition box set, 
on DVD and Blu-ray. 

AY St 


www.opusarte.com follow us on 




FILM / EDWARD LAWRENSON 


In from the cold 

Spielberg finds his form again with this gripping and complex 
1950s spy thriller starring Tom Hanks and Mark Rylance 


S teven Spielberg has made a spy 
drama, and it’s as gripping and as 
smart a piece of entertainment as 
you’ll find this year. I’m actually a 
little surprised. Espionage thrillers trade 
in deception, double-dealing, lies and 
betrayal; it’s murky territory that calls for 
a subtler, more sceptical sensibility than we 
expect of Spielberg, the great optimist of 
modern American cinema. 

Then again, the director, at least since 
Schindler's List, has gravitated towards 
darker subjects without compromising his 
generous, sometimes sentimental, vision of 
human nature. So it is with Bridge of Spies. 
A fascinating portrait of the cynicism and 
shadowy intrigue that defined Cold War- era 
spycraft, this is also a rousing and very 
Spielbergian celebration of old-fashioned 
values like decency and moral courage. 

It’s the late 1950s, and the atmosphere 
of Cold War paranoia has peaked - an era 
in which school kids are traumatised by 
breezy public information films about 
staying safe in the event of a nuclear attack. 

Our focus is on Rudolf Abel, a Soviet spy 
stationed in New York. In an extended, near 
wordless sequence of dazzling precision and 
visual economy, we see Abel return to his 


dingy apartment, followed by CIA men. 
Played with a dry irony and punctilious 
elegance by Mark Rylance, Abel is unfiap- 
pable as burly US lawmen search his place. 
Before being cuffed, he asks for his false 
teeth. It’s a lovely detail, a sign at once of 
Abel’s vulnerability and his dignity. Exposed 
as a spy, he’s soon reviled by the press as a 
traitor, yet in Rylance and Spielberg’s hands, 
he remains a figure of understated charm 
and commendable integrity. 

He’s put on trial - and in the 
Red-baiting tenor of the times 
it’s assumed he’ll be swiftly 
convicted and executed. But he 
needs a lawyer, and James 
Donovan, a Manhattan insur- 
ance attorney, is pressed into 
taking the job, if only to preserve 
a pretence of justice. Except 
Donovan turns out to be pretty 
good, determined to uphold the 
Constitution that Abel’s prosec- 
utors seem so keen to ignore. Refusing to 
inform on Abel over a conspiratorial drink 
with a CIA man, Donovan is urged by the 
US official: "Don’t go Boy Scout on me.” 

The warning has wider resonance 
because the character of Donovan could so 


easily have been insufferably virtuous. 
Spielberg can be grateful, then, for the 
assured light touch and blokeish affability 
Tom Hanks brings to the role. Donovan 
might be an idealist but he’s not naive and 
it would be wrong to underestimate him - as 
the CIA discover when they task the lawyer 
to oversee negotiations in East Berlin to 
swap Abel for the downed pilot of a US spy 
plane. Working from a script of twisty 
ingenuity (cowritten by the Coen brothers), 
Spielberg pitches Donovan’s lone everyman 
against the interests of his CIA overseers 
and Russian and East German negotiating 
partners, playing one against the other with 
shrewd determination to win the release of 
a further US hostage, a young student caught 
behind the Berlin Wall at the wrong moment. 

It’s a hugely absorbing drama, told at a 
stately pace - sombre and serious but also 
featuring the kind of grand emotional 
gestures that few directors can pull off 
without getting mawkish. Spielberg has 
made some dodgy films recently 
but his commanding form here 
proves why he’s still among the 
best American directors around. 
"The boss isn’t always right,” 
Abel says to Donovan in one of 
many deadpan asides, "but he’s 
always the boss.” 


FINAL REEL 

The British film Radiator is 
a darkly comic drama about a 
middle-aged man returning to his home town 
to care for his ageing parents. Made on a tiny 
budget but grappling with big themes, it’s a 
deeply moving film, whose impeccable cast 
includes Richard Johnson - a matinee star 
from the 1950s who died this year. 



Richard Johnson grapples 
with big themes in Radiator 
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Folk sounds best at Cecil Sharp House 

Cecil Sharp House, 2 Regent’s Park Road, London, NWl 7AY 



December at 
Cecil Sharp House 


Marty n Joseph 

Thursday 10 December, 7.30pm, £16 


Rosie Hood 
& Friends 

I ■ [ V ' * ■- 

i ‘Tt Thursday 17 December, 7.30pm, £10 

..ik*/ i 


Belshazzar’s 

Feast 

Saturday 19 December, 7.30pm, £14 


Jackie Oates 

Wednesday 2 December, 7.30pm, £14 


CECIL 

SHARP 

HOUSE 



# Festive 
% Gathering 

^ ‘ ) *■ Sunday 20 December, 7pm, £14 


cecilsharphouse.org | 020 7485 2206 


Promoter 



Supporters 

I ■ • 

J l ARTSCOyWCH 

I EH<5LAW> 


/cecilsharphouse ^0 @cecilsharphouse (Q ©cecilsharphouse 
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FOCUS 




DAVID BRENT 
HITS THE FREE 
LOVE FREEWAY. 
VAL KILMER 
JUMPS THE 
(TOP) GUN 


Filming has begun on 
The Office spin-off, David 
Brent: Life on the Road. 

Ricky Gervais is writing, 
directing and starring in 
the film, which lands in UK 
cinemas next summer. 

Val Kilmer, meanwhile, has 
confused fans by implying on 
Facebook that he’d star in Top 
Gun 2. But after it went viral 
he admitted the post had 
been “an innocent mistake” 
and that he may have 
“jumped the gun”, as it were. 

In bizarre remake news, 
Christopher Nolan’s classic 
film Memento, which dates 
back to 2000, is getting 
remade. For no obvious 
reason other than banknotes. 
No film-makers are, wisely, 
attached thus far. 



The title of Ridley Scott’s 
Prometheus sequel has 
changed again. It’s novf Alien: 
Covenant, and the film is due 
in cinemas in October 2017. 

The X-Men spin-off film 
Gambit won’t arrive next 
year. Production has been 
put back to spring, as new 
director Doug Liman jumps 
aboard. The Channing 
Tatum-headlined film is now 
set to be released in 2017. 


denofgeek.com 


Jamie Lawson 

Opening for Ed Sheeran and upstaging One Direction? 
The chart-topping singer was not expecting that! 


O ne Direction’s 

farewell tour was 
the most anticipated 
music event of 2015. 
Thousands of screaming fans 
waited for hours to see their 
pop idols for possibly the final 
time - yet instead of the 
energetic boyband, the first 
person who ventured out on 
stage was the 39-year-old, 
slightly scruffy Jamie Lawson 
from Plymouth. 

“I expected not to be 
overwhelmingly liked,” admits 
Lawson. ‘'But they were 
fantastic and seemed to get it. 

It took me a while to work out 
why that was but having 
watched One Direction quite a 
few times over the time I was 
with them, their songs have a 
quality. You can break down 
any of them to acoustic guitar 
if you want to. There are a lot 
of music lovers in that crowd.” 

It has been a long and 
winding road for Lawson. 

He’s spent years on the circuit, 
plajdng small gigs. In 2011, one 
of Lawson’s songs. Wasn’t 
Expecting That, became a hit 
in Ireland after a radio station 
came across a video Lawson 
posted on YouTube. 

‘T thought, this was my 
time,” he says. ‘T was going to 
break out, it would be a hit in 
Ireland then it would travel 
across to the UK and Europe 
and maybe even the US. 

I’m still not really sure why 
it didn’t happen.” 

After this false start, 

Lawson contemplated a career 
as a wedding singer to pay the 
rent until a phone call 18 
months ago changed his life. 
Ginger pop titan Ed Sheeran, 
whom Lawson had met a few 
years ago while they were both 
playing in the same pubs, 
asked him to open his 
concerts at Dublin’s 
82,000 capacity 
Croke Park. 

‘T first met Ed 
five years ago,” 

Lawson says. “We 
were doing a 


Christmas show together at a 
place called The Bedford in 
Balham. This was just before 
he took off. I remember him 
telling me on the night he was 
about to sign with Atlantic. 
There were probably about 150 
people, if that.” 

Now Ed Sheeran regularly 
sells out stadiums - the first 
solo artist armed with little 
more than a guitar to do so. 

The story came full circle when 
Sheeran chose Lawson to be 
the first signing to his newly 
established Gingerbread Man 
record label. 

Lawson’s eponymous album 
released last month topped the 
charts (pushing Sheeran to 
second place), propelled by 
repeated airplay of the 
resurrected Wasn’t Expecting 
That - about a couple who 
cannot believe their luck in 
finding each other. It is a 
happy song with a sad ending 
- or if you have seen the viral 
video, a sad song with a 

“I met 

Ed Sheeran 
five years ago. 
We were doing a 
Christmas show 
to 150 people” 




devastating ending. “It does 
seem to make people cry, 
which is not especially my 
intention!” Lawson laughs. 

It is not just the UK in tears, 
the song is currently a hit in 
Australia and South Africa, 
and is starting to bother 
charts across Europe. The day 
before we speak, Lawson had 
paid a flying visit to LA to 
play the song on The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show. 

“It’s weird, when I wrote the 
song I thought if I could get 
this on Ellen’s show that would 
be it - audience-wise they’re 
perfect for a song like Wasn’t 
Expecting That, so in a way it 
was a dream come true.” 

For what was the fulfilment 
of a long-term ambition, it is 
incredible Lawson did not 
show any nerves. 

“Well, it’s good I didn’t seem 
nervous because I didn’t think 
it went so well,” Lawson says. 

My hands were busy, so the 
shakes went elsewhere and my 
feet were going. That’s what 
was going through my head as 
I’m playing - why are my feet 
shaking? I’m also going, keep 
calm, keep calm. I remember 
getting towards the last few 
lines and thinking. I’m already 
at the end? Have I missed out 
averse? I was freaking out, I 
thought I’d ruined it.” 

But delivering a flawless 
performance while filled with 
doubts can only be expected 
after spending years on 
the road. 


Jamie Lawson’s latest 
album is out now. He will 
tour the UK in January. 
jamielawsonmusic.com 


Interview: 

Steven MacKenzie 
@ stevenmackenzie 
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BROADCAST VIEWS 


OUT AND ABOUT 


SAM DELANEY 

▼ 

Breaking news... 

Isis don’t care if you 
buy that new iPad mini 


I was booked to do a spot of 
newspaper punditry on Sky News 
the Wednesday after the Paris 
atrocities but was stood down due to a 
breaking news story about the capture 
of the terrorists. I still got paid. Did I 
take any pleasure from that? Well, if 
Pm honest, I was both happy that the 
terrorists got collared and that I got 
some money for nothing. As I left the 
studios, the producers apologised to 
me for the wasted journey and I told 
them that Fd be taking the matter up 
with Isis. They laughed. There’s not 
many places I could have been 
confident about making a joke like 
that - but a news room is one of them. 

TV news teams are immune to the 
news: they are numbed by exposure to 
the daily slings and arrows of pain, 
heartache, chaos and mayhem. Like 
doctors, they are somehow at peace 
with the notion that the world is a 
terrifyingly unpredictable place and 
the only certainty is death. I find it a 
comforting environment to be in at 
times of high international drama. 

Others have cashed in on the attacks 
in less literal ways than me. Times like 
these can really bring out the worst 
in all of us. On my social media feeds, 
people clamoured to declare their 
defiance, bravely pledging to continue 
with their lazy, indulgent lifestyles in 
the face of Islamic fundamentalism. 
'Tsis won’t stop me from getting pissed 


in the pub with my mates!” keyboard 
commandos courageously announced. 
"I suppose these so-called jihadists 
would like me to cancel my plans to 
visit the Apple store and purchase a 
new iPad mini on my credit card! 
Well they can think again!” I am 
paraphrasing a thousand misguided 
tweets and status updates, of course, 
but you get the point. 

A generation of lazy consumerists 
have pounced on a violent incident a 
few hundred miles across the continent 
to somehow present their semi- 
sedated lifestyles as acts of Churchillian 
bravery. A friend of a friend proudly 
posted a selfie taken on a London bus 
the day after the bombings with the air 
of a World War Two Tommy who had 
recently parachuted into the heart of 
Nazi Germany. 

The latest episode of my new 
TV show Sam Delaney’s News Thing 
(RT UK, Fridays and Saturdays, 
10.30pm) was dropped at the last 
minute on the day of the attacks, 
for obvious reasons. Did I follow the 
hordes of other self-indulgent narcis- 
sists by bleeting about it on social 
media? No. I accepted the decision and 
moved on. Then, after a respectful 
period of solemn reflection, decided to 
plug it in this column. 


@DelaneyMan 




TRAVEL IN 
TIME THIS 
YULETIDE 


In a week that contains 
both Thanksgiving 
(November 26) and 
St Andrews Day 
(November 30), 
there will be lots of 
nationally specific 
events based heavily 
around epicurean 
pursuits. If you still 
have the energy 
between these 
two high points of 
indulgence there are 
plenty of other things 
to see and do. 

Fringe! Queer Film 
and Arts Festival 

(November 24-29, 
various locations, 

East London; 
fringefilmfest.com) is 
now in its fifth year 
and races across film, 
art, workshops and 
parties, triumphantly 
cheerleading for 
queer culture that 
simultaneously revels 
in its difference as well 
as its guerrilla attacks 
on the mainstream. 
Joyful, erudite, 
shocking, ambitious - 


everything you could 
want from art, really. 

More identity 
politics are at BAM! 
Being a Man 
(November 27-29, 
Southbank, London; 
southbankcentre. 
co.uk) which looks 
at how notions of 
masculinity are being 
challenged and 
adapted in the 21st 
century. There will be 
talks, workshops and 
performances that 
focus as much on the 
negative (violence, 
lad culture, gender 
and pay inequality) as 
on the positive (that 
many things, albeit 
slowly, are changing 
for the better). 

The roar of Christmas 
approaching is 
becoming deafening 
and its that time of 
year where it is so 
unavoidable you might 
as well go with the 
flow. Christmas Past 
(November 24- 
January 3, Old Street, 
London; geffrye- 
museum.org.uk) lets 
you time travel, like 
Doctor Who swapping 
the TARDIS for tinsel. 
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to see how British 
homes have marked 
December 25 since 
the 1700s (main 
image). It traces 
the ebb and flow 
of traditions, some 
evergreen and others 
that are surprisingly 
modern yet feel 
they have been 
around forever. 

On a similar theme, 
Artisan Christmas 
Fair at Canterbury 
Tales (November 28 
& 29, Canterbury; 
canterburytales.org.uk) 
zooms even further 
into the past (the 
12th century, to be 
precise) both to tell 
the tale of Christmas 
in medieval times 
and let you indulge 
your purchasing urges 
across artisan stalls. 



The Chelsea Physic 
Garden Christmas 
Fair (November 28 & 
29, Chelsea, London; 
chelseaphysicgarden. 
co.uk) sees Londons 


oldest botanic 
garden gently enter 
the festive spirit. 
Alongside crafts 
and goods on sale, 
there is food and 
drink - and most 
importantly a rare 
chance to nose 
around one of 
the capitals most 
bewitching private 
gardens. 



If that is too much 
Christmas for you, 
Steampunks in 
Space (November 
28 & 29, Leicester; 
spacecentre. 
co.uk) couldn’t 
be any further 
away from such 
earthly obsessions. 
It’s aimed at 
the Steampunk 
community and the 
steam curious’ so 
go along and see 
how the past and 
the future combine 
outside of our own 
gravitational pull. 

Eamonn Forde 


i 




MUSIC 




r 


ROCK & POP / MALCOLM JACK 

Have faith 
in Adele 


S ave arguably for the representative 
of Jesus Christ on Earth - and 
more on him in a bit - who could 
release an album of greater global 
significance right now than Adele? 

The London soul-pop singer’s third set, 
25, is the follow-up to 20irs 30 -million 
selling - the fourth biggest- selling British 
album of all time and practically the single- 
handed saviour of flagging music industries 
on both sides of the Atlantic. For feverous 
anticipation, it has more in common with 
the launch of a new Apple product than 
anything else in the pop sphere. In unit- 
shifting terms, Taylor Swift, Beyonce nor 
One Direction can hold a candle to the 
Tottenham girl with the voice of liquid gold. 

Can a record of such titanic expectation 
possibly live up to the hype? The perfor- 
mance so far of 25’s sweeping lead single 
Hello - a digital records-smashing multi- 
platinum global number one - strongly 
suggests appetite for Adele’s distinctive 
brand of uncomplicated musical 
melodrama is far from sated. 

Such an incredible job did she 
do with 21 in reaching the casual 
consumer who normally hardly 
overbuys an album, you suspect 
millions of people will probably 
get 25 just so they’ve got some- 
thing new to stick on the stereo. 

With production so consum- 
mate - its 11 songs could have 
been hand-rolled on virgins’ 
thighs - what strikes you is how expensive 
25 sounds. The most atypical tune, the Max 
Martin/Shellback-penned Send My Love 
(To Your New Lover), takes its sassily skip- 
ping R&B cues from Lorde’s Royals. But for 
the most part, that which was categorically 
not broken last time around isn’t fixed. The 
Ryan Tedder-written Remedy, in which 
Adele comforts a lover but might as well be 
throwing an arm around the shoulder of the 
broken-hearted millions, must be fancied 
as 25’s Someone Like You. Besides a voice 
impossible to dislike, Adele’s gift is for 
taking emotion by committee and making 
it feel like intimate biography. Lyrically, 25 
is seriously wanting for nuance and poetry 



Let’s face it, Adele is helping to keep the music industry afloat 


- on All I Ask she rehashes chocolate-box 
sentiments Cfif this is my last night with you, 
hold me like I’m more than just a friend”) 
before a pair of vaulting key changes leave 
the song verging on Broadway. But the 
gaping spaces between cliches are where 
listeners insert themselves - a trick as old 
as pop itself that some of Adele’s more try- 
hard peers perhaps overlook. The 
frightening thing about 25 is just 
how easy Adele makes being a 
generational superstar sound. 

There are things you find 
yourself writing as a music jour- 
nalist that you could never have 
imagined possible. Here is one: 
Wake Up! is the debut prog-rock 
album by Pope Francis. In a 
manner of speaking. It’s the 
tweeting Pontiff’s name that 
graces the cover of this fully Vatican- 
approved record, released in the run-up to 
Christmas. But the music is arranged by 
artistic director Don Giulio Neroni, with 
help from musicians including Tony 
Pagliuca (ex of Italian prog-rock band Le 
Orme), as overlaid with multi-lingual words 
and prayers by the head of the Catholic 
Church. Over tracks ranging in style from 
orchestral rock to Gregorian chant, we get 
Francis rifling on subjects from peace to 
charity, dignity and the environment. It’s 
one album surely nobody is likely to review 
disparagingly. This man has higher powers. 


@MBJack 



In praise of the Pope for 
his debut album, Wake Up! 
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DAVIU 


Order at www.redmolotov.com i 
Over 1800 original t-shirt designs ] 
Men’s, women s and kids’, up to 5XL 


•WEARE- I 

-ALL- I 

IMMIGRANTS l 


CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE 


UTHTC 


ECO FASHION REDEFINED SINCE 1999 

HEMP - ORGANIC COTTON 

ETHICAL STREETWEAR 

THTC,CO.UK 


25% OFF WITH CODE 

' BIGI5SUE25'' 


UNTIL MIDHPGHT DeCEMfER ^OTH 2015 
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THE PERFECT 
GIFT THIS 


CHRISTMAS 


greenfrogbotanic.co.uk <*" 


• 0% SLS 


• 0% ALS 


• 0% PHENOXYETHANOL 


0% PARABENS 


The natural choice for the one you love. Made in the UK from 
organic soapberries, grown sustainably in the mighty Himalayan of 
the East & used in ayurvedic medicine for treating eczema, sensitive 
or damaged skin. Enriched with organic Aloe Vera. 


Choose from Geranium & Peppermint or Neroli & Lime essential oils. 


DYNAMITE MC WEARING "KING DAVID" 
PHOTOGRAPHY^ CHELONE WOLF 




tcteolojist 

'"late 


CROWN JEWELS 

SAFE WITH 

SMUGGUNGDUDS 


LtOBOERS 


BET 15 % IFF 




iiiscour 




WE mrtRSATfOSAL COLLfXnON A : i 

UMONJACt SAMUKAI BRA^lLiAN STAR SPANGLtU 





CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE 










01732 364546 ext 231 


Animal Aid stocks an exciting range of. 


Animal-friendly gifts! 


Ihon 100 eitiicol itondt Vegan cofet foce painfing 
Children'^ workshops & crkhe Freii-upi uxilest fdlki 


Kenjwiglon lown Hdl, WoFnton ilreet. london WS 

IC9|kxr[f tikffi KffW^;)xn hti ilijn) 

lel: 01732 364546 * www.crimalald cHg.yk 


wwwanimalaidshop.org.uk 


Please quote ref 'BW when ordering 


AMNESTYjSHdP 

Our shop is full of ethical gifts and treats perfect for \ 
Christmas. Shop right here and support Amnesty. 

All Natural Basil ^ 

Lime and Sweet 
Orange Hair & 


5 P g S 

.eCMi lAMliW 

SB BG B a 


Set of 4 Lip Balms 
£9.95 

Code: PLPS 


Body Wash 
£15.50 

Code: PBASI 


Two bauble 
boxes 
£6.00 

Code: XRWB 


Traidcraft 
Luxury Fair 
Trade Hamper 
£60.00 

Code: FHMPL 


Mixed colour 
dewdrop baubles 
£19.50 

Code: XDEWC 


Recycled 
Cashmere 
Yoga Socks 
£24.00 

Code: CRCYS 


Bullfinch woodcut 
£3.95 

Code: X212 
Pack of 10 

Christmas cards - many more 
designs available 


Silver Dove 

Necklace 

£19.50 

Code: JSDN 


Dreams of 
Freedom (HB) 
£12.99 

Code: BDRFR 


SPECIAL OFFER 10% OFF to Big Issue readers. Simply use 

the code AIBIG10 in the discount coupon box when checking out and you’ll 
receive 10% DISCOUNT on everything in your basket. Online offer only and 

valid until 15 Dec. amncstyshop.org.uk 
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ADVERTISING CLASSIFIED 


To advertise: Jenny Bryan / jennifer_bryan@dennis.co.uk 


An inspiring gift, . . 

A subscription to AQUILA Magazine makes an excellent 
present for lively children of 8 - 12 years. 

This exuberant and inspiring publication is designed to capture 
young readers' interest in Science, Arts and General Knowledge 
Tackling serious educational topics with humour and intelligence, 
AQUiLA encourages children to think and ask questions about 
the world; it also includes articles on philosophy and well-being 
that wilt foster a balanced take on life. 

Beautifully iilustrated wrth photographs and diagrams 
throughout, AQUILA might even entice children away from their 
latest gadgets and computer gamesi 



Exciting new topic every month 
Nourishes bright young minds 
Quality reading and writing 


AQUILA for Christmas 

We can post the December issue 
with your gift message to arrive 
irf time for Xmas. The festive package 
is stamped 'Open on 25rh December 
and posts from early December 

aquila.co.uk 



... a year's worth of 
exciting reading! 

Tel: 01323 431313 



DUB PHIZIX 

FABRICLIVE 8^ 


FABRICLIVE 8^ Is an 
exclusive-packed M-0 track 
mix of DnB, halftime, 
hip hap and bass-packed 
breakbeats. In many 
ways a paean ta 
Dub Phizix’s hometawn 
af Manchester, the mix 
features 22 unreleased 
tracks. Including 1 2 of his 
own new productions 


‘‘FRESH EVEN 
TO THE MOST 
TIRED AND 
CYNICAL OF 
JUNGLIST EARS.’ 
UKF 


and callabs with DRS, 
Skeptical, Xtrah, Chimpa 
and Strategy. Cruising 
at a faat-ta-the-flaar 
M-0 tracks per hour, 
the pace would border 
on relentless were It not 
tempered through smart 
selectlans af tempa and 
rhythm switches. 


Forthcoming in the series: 

Baby Fard, Jesse Rase, Eats Everything. 
www.fabrIclondan.cam 



They are still eating dogs 
in the Philippines. 

It’s illegal, but it is still happening. 

With your help, it can be stopped. 

These horror pictures are of dogs which have been 
brutally and savagely mistreated by dog meat traders, 
who only look upon these animals as a means to make 
easy money. The photos were taken in the Philippines 
on actual police raids, instigated by AKF investgators. 


Other dogs are not so lucky. Hundreds continue to be traded 
in the Philippines every year. Illegally. The numbers were in 
the thousands until AKF took on the armed traders. But the 
fight is not finished. 


Words are not needed to describe these pictures - they 
speak for themselves. 

AKF is the only charity campaigning against the bloody 
trade. It needs your support to continue the fight. And to 
feed and eventually to home some two hundred rescued 
dogs from its kennels near Manila. 

Filipino dogs need your help - please help us to help them. 
X 


Your donations will help pay the expenses 
needed to conduct more raids and save more 
dogs from this evil wicked abuse. Please 
make a generous donation today to AKF. No 
other organisation is working to stop this in the 
Philippines. 


The mother of Lucky was pregnant when AKF 
rescued her from the dog meat trade; Lucky 
was born in the AKF Rescue Centre. 

Lucky him - he’s safe now. The Animal 
Kingdom Foundation (AKF) rescued him before 
he was killed, skinned, butchered and cooked 
for human consumption. 


I want AKF to continue to challenge the illegal dog trade in the Philippines. 
Please use my gift to publicize these atrocities and to work on the ground in 
the Philippines. 


I enclose £50 £100 £15a £300 £50a 


Please make your cheque/PO payable to: Animal Kingdom Foundation Registered Charity No: 1161885 

or if you prefer, donate via our website: www.animalkingdomfoundation.org 


Your Name(s) and Address: (please print) ANIMAL KINGDOM FOUNDATION (UK) 

Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms www.animalkingdomfoundation.org 


Dalton House, 60 Windsor Avenue 
London, SW19 2RR 

Enquiries: 01732 700 900 
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ADVERTISING CLASSIFIED 


To advertise: Jenny Bryan / jennifer_bryan@dennis.co.uk 



Life beyond sight loss 
51 


Are you tough enough? 

Early bird registration fees 

NEW! look Yorkshire 18-19 June 2016 

look London to Brighton 2-3 July 2016 

bUndveterans.org.uk/iook 

Registered Charity No. 216227 (England & Wales) and SCO39411 (Scotland) 



ABTANO.W6883 






Austrian Alps • Italian Dolomites • Picos de Europa • Pyrenees • Andalucia 

Andalucfa - Spring & Autumn Walking 

explore this ancient landscape of olive groves and vineyards 

• 7 Nights - April/May & Oct/Nov 

• Choice of two organised walks each day 

• Relax in our delightful Posada in a traditional mountain village 

• Superb evening meals - with wine included 

• Airport transfers & all transport to walks included 

• From £585 per person 
Visit our website or request 


S 01799 513331 colletts.co.uk/andalucia 


OABTA 






Meet Jessiea, 

the Hampshire farmer who has become 
known as ‘The Duvet lady’ 


Her Southdown sheep 
provide the perfect wool for 
her award-winning bedding - 
luxury duvets, pillows 
and mattress covers... 


...but Southdown 
bedding is limited 
and bespoke so don’t 
wait too long... 


Call Jessica on 01730 827 148 

She can help you 
sleep like a lamb 

southdownduvets.com 
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ADVERTISING RECRUITMENT/CLASSIFIED 


To advertise: Brad Beaver / bradley_beaver@dennis.co.uk 


WORK FOR THE BIG ISSUE COMPANY! 

Mobile Sales & Outreach Worker Vacancy 


Field based in Kent & Essex region with some office based working 

We are seeking an enthusiastic and capable individual to work within one of the most innovative and 
successful self help initiatives for the homeless. Using a company vehicle, you will be responsible 
for encouraging and maximising sales by distribubng magazines to Big Issue vendors within the Kent 
and Essex region. 

You will be developing new and existing sales opportunities for vendors, whilst building and 
maintaining good relationships with external bodies, such as the Police, Councils, Local Media and 
City Centre Managers 

It is essential for applicants to have a full UK Driving License, experience in sales and cash handling 
and the ability to keep accurate and detailed records. You will also need to be able to work using your 
own initiative, have excellent inter personal skills and the ability to work effectively under pressure. 
The Big Issue offers excellent employee benefits including a competitive salary, a generous holiday 
entitlement, enhanced sick pay, childcare vouchers, life cover and a healthcare scheme. Apply today! 


Kent & Essex - Full Time 


To find out more, please go to 'Work for us' on our 
website at www.bigissue.com or apply directly by 
e-mail at personnel@bigissue.com. 
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WORK FOR THE BIG ISSUE COMPANY! 

Sales & Outreach Worker Vacancy 


Are you tired of sitting in the office? 

Would you like to give something back to society? 

Do you want to challenge people's perceptions? 

If yes, then we have an exciting full-time opportunity based in Vauxhall directly supporting 
our Vendors and we want to hear from you ! 

Working as a Sales & Outreach Worker you will support Vendors between the office and 
London's city streets. You will encourage our Vendors to maximise their sales as well as 
offering guidance on local services available to them in order to improve their lives. You will 
be a fantastic communicator and have the motivation to manage your own workload. 

The Big Issue offers excellent employee benefits including a competitive salary, a generous 
holiday entitlement, enhanced sick pay, childcare vouchers, life cover and a healthcare 
scheme. Apply today! 


Vauxhall, London - Full Time 


To find out more, please go to 'Work for us' on our 
website at www.bigissue.com or apply directly by 
e-mail at personnel@bigissue.com. 
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AFRICAN 

CONSERVATION 

EXPERIENCE 


i •Conservation 

wildlife management ™ 

^ • Wildlife care & ^ 

rehabilitation 

■j 

• Wildlife veterinary work 

• Wildlife Courses 




www.conservationafrica.net 
T. +44 (0)1454 269 182 E. info@conservationafrica.net 


KNIGHTS DRAWING 

If errors like these jump out at yew while reading, proofreading V 
and editing could be the wrig^it career, working ful- or pan-thyme. \ 
• Um up to 124 * Distance-feaming • Advise given on 

an hour working or face-to-face self^mployment 

at home seminar poiions and getti ng wok 

Don't dday « offer ends 30th November 2015 

0800 328 8396 

enquiri«s@chapterhousepublishing.com 
www.cliapterhousepublishiiig.com 



pewterhooter 

designer jewellery 


925 Sterling silver stud earrings. 
Made with Swarovski crystal. 

The earrings measure 6mm x 6mm. 
Luxury white gift box. 


only £1 4.99 

plus shipping 


Available from amazon.co.uk^H 

item B008QCX916 ^ 



WORK FOR THE BIG ISSUE! 
Head of Partnerships & 
Philanthropy Vacancy 


Do you have a flair for building relationships and 
a passion for changing lives? 

The Big Issue Foundation is looking for a Head of Partnerships & 
Philanthropy to join their small and dynamic team to raise income, 
in line with an annually forecasted and agreed income target, from a 
portfolio of existing major donors and mid-level givers. 

We are looking for someone who has substantial experience of major 
gift and corporate partnership fundraising and a proven track record of 
building, developing and managing relationships at the highest level. 
You will need experience of running successful fundraising events and 
managing successful fundraising campaigns. In addition to this, you will 
have had significant experience of managing a major donor programmer 
and knowledge and experience of fundraising databases. 

The successful candidate will have a proven track record of achieving 
income against agreed financial targets and be adept at utilising research 
sources and methods to identify prospective donors. If you have strong 
communication and networking skills and are committed to the aims, 
objectives and values of The Big Issue Foundation - please apply! 


The Big Issue offers excellent employee benefits including a competitive 
salary, a generous holiday entitlement, enhanced sick pay, childcare 
vouchers, life cover and a healthcare scheme. Apply today! 


Vauxhall, London - Full Time 

To find out more, please go to 
'Work for us' on our website at ■ 

www.bigissue.com or apply directly by 1 
e-mail at personnel@bigissue.com. 1 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA? 



OVER 1 000 ★★★★★ 5-STAR REVIEWS 


ti This little machine is the most REMARKABLE, enjoyable, 
useful and effective object I have ever laid my hands 
on, it's absolutely OUTSTANDING ^1^ ^ ^ ^ 




This device will improve your game 
whatever it is... FANTASTIC 


u 


W 


These things are simply AWESOME, for rehabilitation, 
muscle strengthening or just to play a A A 
with, this little gyro can do it all 


POWERBALL® IS AVAILABLE FROM £1 2.99 TO £69,99 



Argos 


amazon 




I THE BIG I 

I ISSUE I 


GAMES & PUZZLES 

SPOT THE BALL 


FOUNDERS 

John Bird and Gordon Roddick 


Group executive chairman 

Nigel Kershaw 

Group chief executive 

Adrian Willard 


EDITORIAL 
Editor Paul McNamee 
Deputy editor Vicky Carroll 
Senior reporter Adam Forrest 
Features editor Steven MacKenzie 
Social media editor Andrew Burns 
Web content manager Theo Hooper 
Books editor Jane Graham 
Television editor Adrian Lobb 
Film Edward Lawrenson 
Music Malcolm Jack and David Fay 
The Big Issue Boffin Dr Ben Ambridge 
Office manager Robert White 

PRODUCTION 

Art director Scott Maclean 
Designer Jim Ladbury 
Production editor Ross McKinnon 
Assistant production editor Rosanna Farrell 
Production journalist Sarah Reid 
Production co-ordinator Terry Cimini 



To win a Bala Fairtrade-certified football, mark where you think the ball is, 
cut out and send to: Spot the Ball (I18l), Second Floor, 43 Bath St, Glasgow, 
Gl iHW by December 1. Include name, address and phone number. 

To enter by email, send your grid position (eg Al) to competitions@bigissue. 
com. Issue 1179 winner is Pam Ridgway from Hampshire, balasport.co.uk 



ADVERTISING 

020 7907 6633 

Advertising director Andrea Mason 
Advertising manager Esme Collins 
Classified and Recruitment 
020 7907 6635 Jenny Bryan & Brad Beaver 
Marketing and communications director 
Lara McCullagh 

THE BIG ISSUE FOUNDATION 
Chief executive 

Stephen Robertson 020 7526 3458 

Editorial 

Second Floor, 43 Bath Street, 
Glasgow, G2 IHW 
0141 352 7260 
editorial@bigissue.com 
Distribution / London: 020 7526 3200 

Printed at Polestar. Published weekly by 
The Big Issue, 1-5 Wandsworth Road, 
London SWS 2LN 

ir 

lO 

PPA cover of the year 

^Sodol 

*nSp , 


(Last week’s Spot the Ball revealed: Manchester 
Brdi n T©3S©r united V Tottenham Hotspur, 1967) 


It’s written all over your face 

How much can you tell about someone’s personality just from a photo? Let’s find out! 



On a scale of 1 (not at all) to 
5 (extremely), how much would 
you guess that this person is 

(a) extraverted (i.e., outgoing), 

(b) open to new experiences, 

(c) likeable, (d) high in self-esteem, 
(e) lonely and (f) religious? 


A recent study found that, on the basis of these 
types of photos, raters were able to predict 
- with significantly above-chance levels of 
accuracy - the ratings that the people pictured 
gave themselves. 



So how did you get on? 

For this willing volunteer (me!) the actual 
ratings are (a)3, (b)4, (c)3, (d)4, (e)l, (f)l. 
Check the science at: tinyurl.com/pe95nbz 




PfW 


Discover new truths in our weekly test, based on Dr Ben Ambridge’s book, PSY- Q, a series of interactive 
tests of your personality, intelligence, moral values, thinking style, impulsivity, skill at drawing, capacity for 
logical reasoning, musical taste, multi-tasking ability, susceptibility to illusions (both visual and mental) and 
preferences in a romantic partner. Courtesy of Profile Books 
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH 


SUDOKU 
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PRIZE CROSSWORD 
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ISSUE 1180 SOLUTION 

There is just one simple rule in sudoku: each row, 
column and 3x3 box must contain the numbers one to 
nine. This is a logic puzzle and you should not need to 
guess. The solution will be revealed next week. 

7 ■ 1 4 

sTs’ 7' 

a * 


7 1 1 
t'4 » 

s r 1 

J S l.B 

1 7 it 

4\7 

if 

i'n i 

t't ^ 

» i 4 

I T t‘.i 

iVi; r 

ft'S' 

ft 4 

f'4 

ftl 

4 i t 
ft'i'f 

i'i ' 7 



Mewsflash! Bob is back with a festive 



To win a Chambers Dictionary, send completed crosswords (either cryptic 
or quick) to: The Big Issue Crossword (l18l), second floor, 43 Bath Street, 
Glasgow, G2 iHW by December 1. Include your name, address and phone 
number. Issue 1179 winner is Mr B Dawson from Kent. 

CRYPTIC CLUES QUICK CLUES 


Across 

1. Cooler and only 
mediocre (3,2,3) 

6. Draw back up to the 
left repeatedly (4) 

8. Go south and cause 
a ferment (6) 

9. Girl at the yacht 
station (6) 

10. Tender in the 
small hours (5,5) 

12. Ten notes circulating 
about bellringer (6) 

14. Address of church (6) 

15. A mackintosh should 
definitely be this (10) 

19. Finally decide to 
resolve one’s debts (6) 

20. Crockery taken from 
the estate (3,3) 

21. River that will stand 
the test of time (4) 

22. Cruel, not happy 
with one’s twitch (8) 


Down 

2. Was under 
an obligation 
to marry after 
receiving a ring (4) 

3. Give one half a 
dozen and what 
is the answer? (5) 

4. Portable missile 
launcher? (7) 

5. Entice casual worker 
to put on shirt (5) 

6. He chases ship’s officer 
round the bend (7) 

7. Cricketer having 
more than a brief 
innings? (4,4) 

11. Beans Lee served 
up for a Levanter (8) 

13. One who stands 
around! (7) 

14. Yelled out in shed (7) 

16. Crowd of 
newspapermen (5) 

17. Falls in standards (5) 

18. Tribe missing the 
point of denim 
trousers (4) 


Across 

1. Double-faced (3-5) 

6. Generic name 

for a dog (4) 

8. Helix (6) 

9. Highly polished (6) 

10. Found in many 
places (10) 

12. Drew into error (6) 

14. Staid (6) 

15. He sells to retailers (10) 

19. Learned person (6) 

20. Burnt with a 
strong flame (6) 

21. People in general (4) 

22. Glut, excess (8) 

Down 

2. Sobbed (4) 

3. Mouselike animal (5) 

4. Acting under 
false beliefs (7) 

5. Edgar , 

French artist (5) 

6. Knocked down (7) 

7. Repugnance (8) 

11. Hotchpotch (8) 

13. Cradle song (7) 

14. Able to be dissolved (7) 

16. Become alert (3,2) 

17. Attain (5) 

18. Twelve months (4) 


message, in another paw-some 56-page 
bumper edition also featuring Eric Idle, 
Anastacia and Paul Bettany. 



Issue 1180 solution 

CRYPTIC: Across - 1 Quarterback; 7 Alarmist; 8 Rust; 9 Tina; 11 Neurosis; 

13 Roach; 14 Fibre; 16 Downfall; 18 Naff; 21 Peri; 22 Oxbridge; 23 Intercepted. 

Down - 1 Quartered; 2 Again; 3 Tome; 4 Rasher; 5 Corrosion; 6 Asti; 10 Ascension; 

12 Sheffield; 15 Elixir; 17 Open; 19 Audit; 20 Free. 

QUICK: Across - 1 Medicine man; 7 Crossing; 8 Vied; 9 Oho; 11 Ugliness; 

13 Hefty; 14 Wiper; 16 Pleurisy; 18 Grab; 21 Club; 22 Archival; 23 Triplicated. 

Down - 1 Microchip; 2 Dhoti; 3 Cash; 4 Nonage; 5 Advancing; 6 Lens; 10 Outnumber; 
12 Scribbled; 15 Astral; 17 Lilo; 19 Rivet; 20 Chic. 
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MY PITCH 



Terry Boult, 34 

'Tour years ago 1 had a brain tumour. I woke 
up in hospital with tubes coming out of me” 


FACTS ABOUT ME... 

HELICOPTER HERO 

I’d like to go up in an RNLI 
helicopter and rescue people. 
Or I’d drive a lorry full of food 
over to Africa and give it to 
people who need it. 

MY FAVOURITE PLACE 

Exeter Museum. There’s lots of 
interesting historic stuff in there 
and I have fond memories of 
going there when I was young. 


I had sold the magazine 
before but I came back to 
selling a few months ago. 

I was living with a girlfriend 
but it didn’t work out so Tm 
sleeping rough again. Fve got 
my tent and Fm sleeping in a 
porch doorway. Fll get through 
Christmas and winter that way. 

Whenever Fve fallen on 
hard times Fve been able to 
rely on The Big Issue to help 
me back up again. Fve learned 
all my life skills through selling 
The Big Issue. I rebelled 
against everjdhing when I was 
younger. So I got kicked out of 
school and got myself in a bit 
of trouble. I was in and out of 
jail short term for a while. 

But once I started selling 
the magazine it gave me some 
structure, some discipline. 

IFs been a big influence on my 
life and helped me changed my 
lifestyle. It made me value the 


art of listening, too, because 
these days ITl listen to people 
before talking all about myself. 

Four years ago I had a big 
health scare. I had a brain 
tumour. I woke up in a hospital 
with tubes sticking out of me. 
But I recovered within a few 
weeks. My brother died 
through something similar, 
so it maybe in the family. 

I was brought up in Exeter 
- every street holds a memory 
for me. IFs quite a historical 
and religious town, and I speak 
to a lot of vicars and ministers. 
A church near me is organising 
the charity Christmas cards 
for all the churches. And 
there’s a church that does 
breakfasts for the homeless. 

My customers tend to be 
really friendly and supportive, 
especially at this time of year. 
What I find encouraging is the 
number of young people who 


stop and have a chat. They’re 
really interested in my 
situation and engaged with the 
whole idea of the magazine. 
Maybe it’s because housing 
issues affect them the most. 

It’s also a bit of a tourist 
town, people coming to visit 
Exeter Cathedral. Fve learned 
a bit of German, a bit of 
Russian. We had some of 
the rugby World Cup matches 
here recently, so it was 
exciting to have new people 
come here. 

On Christmas Day, I think 
one of the hostels is doing a 
Christmas dinner. Fll keep 
working hard through 
Christmas, get through the 
winter and hopefully things 
will take a turn for the better 
next year. 


Interview: Adam Forrest 
Photo: Simon Keitch 
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URGENT CHRISTMAS APPEAl 


When you’re homeless, Christmas can be the hardest time of all. 
Cold, hungry and alone, there’s often nothing to enjoy, no one to 
be with, and little hope of anything better. Where Christmas should 
be, there’s just an empty space. 

You can help fill that space for someone who’s homeless 
for just £22.29. 

Crisis is the national charity for single homeless people. We’re 
dedicated to ending homelessness and changing lives, and for 
us Christmas is crucial. If we can welcome homeless people with 
the offer of a good meal and good company, it can be the start of 
getting them off the streets and out of homelessness for good. 

To welcome as many guests as possible to Crisis at Christmas, 
we need your help - and we need it urgently. 

Despite news that the economy is improving, the reality is that for 
the most vulnerable the situation is desperate. Cuts to housing 
and other benefits, combined with a lack of housing, means that 
those who are homeless and alone are in a perilous and worsening 
position. This Christmas, we want to be ready to welcome more 
guests than ever - and that is why your gift is so important. 

You can help by reserving a place at Crisis at Christmas for 
someone who’s homeless today. One place costs £22.29; two 
places £44.58; and £222.90 would pay for a whole table, giving ten 
people a day to remember and a whole fresh start. 



Photo credit: Sam Mellish 


Please reserve a place for 
someone who’s homeless at 
Crisis at Christmas. Your help 
could change someone’s life. 


A whole new life for Martin. 

For Martin, Crisis changed everything. 
After his father, sister and brother died 
- one of them at Christmas - Martin 
struggled to cope. Then he lost his job, 
and everything fell apart. Martin found 
himself alone on the streets. 

Christmas was the worst time. “If you’ve 
lost family over Christmas, it’s horrible,” 
he remembers. “And out there, it’s bitter. 
You find your cardboard to sleep on, and 
you settle down but it’s so cold you can’t 
sleep. You really feel it.” 

But then Martin found Crisis at 
Christmas, where he was welcomed in 
and looked after. “I went to the dentist, 
someone sewed my coat, and the food! 
Crisis brings people together.” 

“Next I’ll go to Crisis and find somewhere 
to stay, see if I can get employment. It all 
starts here!” What better present could 
you give someone this Christmas? 

Martin’s story is 100% genuine, but his name has been 
changed and a model photographed to protect his identity. 


Here’s our plan for Crisis at Christmas 2015 . 


Here’s what you helped us 
provide last year. 
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Hot Christmas dinners for 
more than 4,300 guests 

Health checks 

Clean clothes and hot showers 

Housing and employment 
advice 

Support for dealing with 
addiction 

Sports, arts and games 
sessions 
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Reserve a place for someone 
who’s homeless - for just 
£22.29 - and you’ll be providing 
more than just a hot meal. You’ll 
also provide a hot shower, fresh 
clothes, a health check and 
housing and job advice, plus an 
introduction to Crisis’ year-round 
services for training and support 
for the future. 

Crisis at Christmas must open 
on 22 December. Visit www. 
crisis.org.uk to donate securely 
online or freephone 0800 999 
2060. Please reply as soon as 
you can. Thank you. 
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Tables for 10 people 


Please reserve 



places at Crisis at Christmas. 


□ £22.29 □ £44.58 □ £222.90 □ £ 

(1 place) (2 places) (10 places) (Other) 

Payment details 

I enclose a cheque/charity voucher/postal order payable to Crisis or please debit my card using the details below: 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ Other: 


CCI 5/PA/DM-1 001 /FPB/036 


1 1 I 1 I 


Expiry date I 


J_J 


The Crisis Promise: Your donation will help fund Crisis at Christmas and enable Crisis to provide 
year-round services for homeless people. We will never sell your details to other organisations, but 
we would like to update you on our work and send you appeals from time to time. If you would prefer 
not to receive these, please call 08000 38 48 38 or email supporter.helpline@crisis.org.uk 

To make your donation visit www.crisis.org.uk, call free on 0800 999 2060 
or post to: ROOM 036, FREEPOST, CRISIS AT CHRISTMAS 


Homelessness ends here 






Make every pound 
you give worth ^ 

25% more to Crisis by 
ticking this Gift Aid declaration. 

I am a UK taxpayer* □ 

I am not a UK taxpayer □ 

* I want all donations I’ve made to Crisis 
four years previous to today’s date and all 
donations in the future to be Gift Aid until I 
notify you otherwise. By ticking this form I 
am confirming that I am paying an amount 
of Income and/or Capital Gains Tax (not VAT 
or Council Tax for example) at least equal to 
the tax that charities and CASCs will reclaim 
on my donations in the tax year. 

Please remember we need your full name 
and address to allow us to claim Gift Aid. 


crMS 


Crisis UK (trading as Crisis). Registered charity numbers: E&W1 082947, SC040094. Company number: 4024938. 










WINTER 

SALE 

i :f^O% OFF 





‘SLATTED’ £5ia C 

DOUBLE BED £O/0 


EST, ig^S. Warren Evans provides his quality, handmade beds and mattresses delivered direct from 
his London workshop to your home. No fuss, no middlemen, just quality service and value. 


Our 'Meadow' 2000 
Pocket Sprung mattress 


Doubfe 

i 565^£445 


King 

£ 7 eo £545 


Super King 

^ 25 £645 


THE SUNDW TtMES 




Ttie Observer 

^rmiCAi RETAILEW OF Tfl£ YEAR" 
WINNER FOR 3 YEARS 


TEMPUR 

STOCKISTS 


mattfess quality value mattress range 
Which? members survey June (201S] 

13 stores | warrenevansxom 1 020 7693 B988 





